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“TET YOUR LIGHISO SENIUM 


On Sunday, April 28, the day following the Annual Meeting of the Toc H Central Council aud the 
Lighting of the New Lamps by H.R.H, the Patron, TUBBY preached in All Hallows to a large congregation 
of Councillors and others representing all parts of the country, He delivered himself of a preliminary 
Hatement in which he sought to guide Toc FI fo grave thinking about England, and thus to a vision of the need 
which faces us. He said :— 


“THE Lighting of our new Lamps has been undertaken at a moment when a 

E ‘Series of loud battle-cries are about to deafen the public ear of England. 
Loud as these cries must be before the confli& is joined and the political 
melee takes place, we know from past experience that the tumult is but transitory. 
The still small voice of God speaks on and on. In Toc H we need our battle- 
cries no less ; but they must needs be of a diflerent order, for we must choose 
them with the knowledge that they cannot subsequently be disowned. noble 
Movement must be prepared to make a slow and discerning choice of the ground 
whereon it would join issue with the world as it is; and its battle-cry of to- 
mortow must be such that it will remain true generation after generation. Let 
this then be henceforth the battle-cry, and in the end the epitaph upon Toc H— 
“ The shout of a King was among them.” : 1 

Among those who have passed away, Toc H had no firmer friend in 1917 
and ’18, and since in its attempted development in New York and New England, 
than Bishop Charles Brent, and I propose in what follows to pursuc a line of 
thought suggested to me many years ago by some remarks of his. In these he 
allowed his mind to analysc thc process of a man's conversion, and to place it, 
as it were, like a ray of sunlight passing through a prism and falling into its 
component colours, and the colours were these :— 

In the first place the Vision. Toc H emerged from days when there was 
open vision, and is now passing through a period when the great gift of spiritual 
sight is partially withheld. The public mind of England can easily be praised 
too highly ; and the characters we most admire are not the produ& of new cir- 
cumstances, but maintain their light in spite of them. To become disillusioned 
is the finishing touch acquired by many as a form of final culture. Heedlessness 
is more common than ever, and any primal principle of awe, of reverence, Ot 
solid painful duty, is on all sides deserted. I am an optimist by nature and 
cannot but believe that things will mend ; yet it were wilful blindness indecd to 
deny that much needs mending. The old sense of responsibility 1s dwindling 
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fast among the classes privileged with wealth and influence. All seek their own 
in appetite and pleasure ; and the England through which the awful sorrows 
of the war ran as a binding lcague of love and understanding has fallen apart 
into its hard jarring fragments, where every class lives by the code of jealousy. 
The Christian forces have for the most part retreated within their sacred buildings, 
leaving the streets and shops and businesses, and even homes, to an almost com- 
plete secularisation. There are in England to-day, for the first time since Wesley 
came, many hundreds of thousands of white people who have never upon a 
single occasion entered a place of worship of any kind whatever. Pagan in all 
but name, apart from some old memory of Christian ancestry, their easy good 
nature consents to permit the polite fiction whereby the country is still spoken 
of as Christian ; but the general breakdown of the old moral standards, not only 
in matters of sex, but in the equally important issues of commercial morality, 
and the fevered pursuit of pleasure, are tokens of the same situation. 

The civilised world is more than ever full of those who are typified by Bun- 
yan's one low character, the Man with the Muckrake, who cannot raise his eyes 
throughout the ugly things of life, but breathes in all its ugliness and loses all 
the beauty and adventure. Poets are born and not made, but every man and 
woman worth calling such must be stirred to cultivate the mind which seeks 
divinity in the heart of the commonplace. One night young Rupert Brooke 
went down to see some unknown friend off bya midnight train. He went no 
further than the lighted platform, but this is what he felt about the departure— 


“ As a man, caught by some great hour, will rise 
Sure as a flood, smooth as a vast wind blowing ; 
And, gathering power and purpose as he goes, 
Unstumbling, unrcluctant, strong, unknowing, 
Borne by a will not his, that lifts, that grows, 
Swept out to darkness, triumphing in his goal, 
Out of the fire, out of the little room.... 
There is an end appointed, O my soul ! ” 


The Christian Councillor 


Tubby then went on fo give a Charge to the Council of Toc Fl in some such terms as these :— 


I find the Patron Saint of Christian Councillors is Joseph of Arimathza, and 
since this is Council Sunday and I forsooth to preach our Council Sermon, I 
cannot do more simply than tell you why. — The earliest Gospel (Mark xv. 43.) 
says of him :—“ Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited 
for theK ingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.” 
I purpose to approach this text in the old-fashioned way, stressing words one by 
one and seeing what they may yield us. 


i. “ Joseph, an honourable councillor.” 


First, Joseph was an honourable councillor. Mark that word “ honourable,” 
a fine old word against which too much prejudice has grown because we dislike 
Debrett, or have in our memories the scornful refrain of Mark Antony’s oration. 
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Joseph in simple fa& was a man of some position, not indeed exalted, not in the 
front rank like Theophilus, but a man of substance and repute. A half-forgotten 
English proverb says that “ Handsome is as handsome does,” a truth which 
rests upon Our Lord’s own words : By their fruits ye shall know them.” I 
am sometimes inclined to the belief that one word which Toc H may help to 
win back to its truest meaning is the old word “ gentleman." Toc H discovers 
gentlemen in every walk of life, in every grade of privilege and poverty. We 
Tearn that no class is without them, and sadly find that no class has enough. A 
gentleman with us is one whose habit of outlook is characterised by an intense 
humanity, or in old John Woolman's words : * One who has been baptised into 
a feeling sense of all conditions.” 


In its essence, therefore, the word “honourable” is open to be earned or lost 
by any one of us. The Council is a post of honour, and to be chosen to serve 
thus is not a mean distinétion in discerning eyes ; it proves that men have trusted 
you, not tied you down and bound you with their orders ; but left you free to 
hear and to decide. Toc H is democratic, and in your hands as councillors 
rests this strangely sacred cause to make or mar. And when, as now, you soon 
ate home again, your work remains ahead and not behind. You are among 
your members like some proved master bowman pacing up and down his team 
of cager marksmen with a jest here, a word of caution there, a note of explanation 
to interpret how or why. The councillor must thus have close alliance with the 
Pilot’s task, and stand beside him as he tries to check the old old faults which 
still continue on our modern ranges. One man takes too much foresight, or too 
little ; another dwells too long on his aim ; another loses vital elevation. Eager- 
ness is indecd essential to building Toc H, but eagerness is not all ; and thus to 
be of honour as a councillor is not won here or there by some good speech, 
or a& of help or kindness, but is a task to take you all your time, for you must 
fill your men with confidence and empty them of self-contented blindness. 


i. “ Joseph which also waited for the Kingdom of God.” 


“ Also” may mean two things. First, that he had an inner life alongside of his 
business. He did not hold them far apart, nor shrink from letting it be seen 
that God came first with him. There is a passage which might well be pondered 
in Scrooge’s conversation with the spirit of Jacob Marley. “ You were always 
a good man of business,” said Scrooge to Marley’s Ghost. Whereat the spectre 
shook its chain and cried : “ Business ! Mankind was my business! The common 
welfare was my business! The transaétions of this money-changing hole were 
but a drop in the ocean of my business.” This wider outlook in a business 
man docs not spell inefficiency, as many upright men in many cities prove to the 
glory of God. There is nothing Christian about inefficiency. “ Be ye good 
business men,” is a saying attributed to our Lord’s own lips in a fragment of a 
lost Gospel. But the business life must not be shallow ; beneath it there must 
lie a quiet habit of hope and patience : and the word “ also” really means that 
Joseph was distinguished by his forward-looking faith, nox did he scorn to share 
this with the humblest of the people. 
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Among the men who served Him thete were some who shared this solemn 
expectation, who came from homes which cherished the belief that God's reign 
was not over, nor ever His Hand shortened, but outstretched still. These were 
the folk who welcomed Jesus from the first, and loved to think of Him as the 
response to their own prayers that God would send good tidings and the word 
of love once more among His people. So also a councillor of Toc H must have 
faith in the task he works for, vision of what it means. He must be forward- 
looking ; not settling this or that by rule of thumb ; for those that live from hand 
to mouth in movements of the Spirit will never hold their men in proper trim. 
Each leader of Toc H must kneel and look ahead ; divesting his mind of current 
difficulty, and probing, though but dimly, what shall come to be when the mere 
instrument is made and the organisation no longer threadbare. Brother Lawrence 
beheld a bare tree and read the power of God therein. A little bunch of our men 
at Rotherham looked at a grass-grown alley and prayed and planned until their 
dream came true, and the few blades of grass which showed there was no traffic 
became a means whereby they could persuade the Town Council to turn the 
alley into a children's garden. 

Now picture all the Lamps, and see around them week by week God's workmen 
assembled ready to tackle anything. I glowed and I laughed when I received 
a report from one Group in South Australia who among their tasks had three 
which were thus set forth :— 


Cleaning the lavatories for a Cottage Hospital. 
Building a chicken-run for tubercular patients. 


Repairing an angel (presumably in a church : though indeed any reclamation 
work might well be thought of thus). 


Come, will you work for God, and learn Him thus by working ? 


iii. “ Joseph came and went in boldly,” 


Mohammed taught the sword, but Christ taught courage. Again and yet 
again He weaned His men from cowardice ; and those who built Toc H would 
have it so amongst us. Toc H was once a dream. In these few years it has 
become a concrete fact, not a mere proposition. Our next task is, as someone 
said, to get the “ferro” into the concrete, and not only build bravely but to 
look lively. If the price of liberty is eternal vigilance, laxity is a menace indeed : 
the flat and sloppy atmosphere, an element of pomp and undercurrent of ill- 
feeling, the tail which wags the dog, the fatuous appeal to more than half-bored 
men to make a show at something ill-considered, the man who treats his tenure 
of office as his freehold right, the Branch Executive which knows not its own 
members—all these exist in one place or another, and bring Toc H to sheer 
futility. They must be tackled with a dogged courage, and disciplined and 
pruned and prayed for until they go right out or come sight in. 

Some years before the war, young Julian Grenfell found himself in Jo’burg 
and in the ring against a full-grown bruiser. Of that encounter he wrote thus 
in a letter home: “ When I was knocked down for the second time, my head 
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began to clear.” Think of the courage in those words, when you are tempted 
sorely to give way to laxity ; yet put beside them—to correct your anger—this 
other jewel taken from Scott Holland: “ I have often started out in the belief 
that indignation was needed ; indignation, before you use it, looks like a good 
Strong tool, yet it never does what you expe& of it." There are few rules to 
guide us here, nor any artificial aid whereby the process of clevation to a happier 
atmosphere can be accomplished. There is no equivalent in the world of the 
Spitit to those convenient escalators which lift men to the light of day. Toc H, 
when true, will simply ask a lot, and promise very little ; yet when it seems this 
discipline becomes absurd and is about to break the Branch into mete warring 
fragments, somchow it calls the glory from the grey and everything goes for- 
ward. Once, when alongside that old saint, Wilson Carlile, I heard him ask 
a worker how he fared. The answer was that “ last week I was glum and nearly 
giving up; then Jesus came and told me to pull myself together.” It is this 
“ pull yourself together ” which the League of the Lamp of Maintenance equips 
us to attempt ; and that is why I—who stood back from it at first—now stand 
within its quickly increasing numbers. 


iv. “So Joseph went in boldly, and craved the Body of Jesus.” 


He was a counsellor, and this was his supreme desire. He was the first of all 
communicants to come and crave that gift. You followed in his steps to-day, 
but with a difference. Not at poor Pilate’s hands, but at the hands of those who 
only one brief moment before had themselves received what then they dared 
minister to you, not the dead body but the Living Lord, the jewelled life of 
Christ to work within and through you, to guide you with His wisdom, to 
Strengthen, stablish, settle you ; to be once more the sacrament, the soldier’s oath, 
wherewith Toc H began. 

I know little indeed of music, but is it not recorded that Gounod had four 
Stages in his life? First he said “ I”; and then it was “I and Mozart,” for 
Mozart was his master. Then next, when he grew older, he altered this again 
and spoke of “ Mozart and I”; and in his last few years spoke never of himself 
but “ Mozart ” only. 

So may it be with you, dear councillors, who after the manner of Joseph of 
Arimathza are honourable men who also wait patiently for the Kingdom of God 
and have come in boldly and craved the Body of Christ. 


A SCHOOLS SERVICE BUREAU TOUR 


[NOE a S.S.B. Schools Tour took place in London from April 16 to 18. The schools con- 
cerned this time were Stowe and Tonbridge, each represented by a master and five or six 
boys. Most of the party stayed at Picrhead House and the three days’ programme included visits 
to the L.G.O.C. training school and repair depot at Chiswick, slum clearance work in St. Pancras, 
Butler's Wharf, Messrs. Braby’s Deptford factory, and the School of Building at Brixton. One 
evening was spent at a Guest-night at Mark III, at which Uncle Harry Ellison talked, and the 
others at varicus clubs—the Webbe Institute, the Oxford and Bermondsey Clubs and the 
Tonbridge Club. 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CENTRAL COUNCIL 


3 Seventh Annual Meeting of the Central Council, the governing body of Toc H, which 

by the terms of its Royal Charter is required to meet in April, was held at the Church 
House, Westminster, on Saturday, April 27. The Council assembled in the Upper House at 
1.30 pm. and sat until tea at 5 p.m. In the absence of Lorp Forster, who was unhappily 
detained abroad by his daughter's illness, Sir Ion HaxirroN BENN (of the Port of London 
Authority, a member of Toc H Central Executive) took the chair. Tussy opened the mecting 
with prayers. There were 92 Councillors present, out of a possible 126. In addition 8 Associa- 
tion Padres, including Padre Humphrey Money (representing L.W.H.), and 10 Area and H.Q. 
Secretaries, not members of the Council, were present. Following the usual precedent, the 
first a& of the Council was to give these non-Councillors leave to speak but not to vote. The 
business of the Annual General Meeting then began. First, the minutes of the extremely 
important Council Meeting of April 21, 1928, which had been circulated to all Councillors, 
were confirmed semine contradicente. 


Appoint ments Confirmed 


I. A Vice President : In place of Sibel} Mary, Countess Grosvenor (mother of the Duke of 
Westminster and a benefa&tor of Toc H from early days), who dicd this ycar, the Council unani- 
mously appointed Colonel Sir R. S. (“ Recce ") May (Councillor for York), the man who 
actually named Talbot House at Poperinghe in 1915 and acted for many years as Chairman of 
the Central Executive and of the London Federation. 


2. Hon. Adminisirator and Hon, Administrative Padre : The Council confirmed the continued 
appointment of PETER Monte and Padre Hanorp HusnanD in these offices until the Annual 
General Meeting of 1931. Harold Hubbard announced that Padre Owen Warkins (Wes- 
leyan, late Deputy Chaplain-General), who was made an Hon. Association Padre two years 
ago, had now been appointed Joint Administrative Padre of Toc H (which was not an office 
under the Charter and required no official confirmation). He had now retired from the War 
Office—as Tubby added, “ to the peace office "—.and sat among the Councillors, having recovered 
from his late serious illness. This announcement was very warmly welcomed by those present, 


3. Association Padres : The Council confirmed the appointment of the following : (a) Paid— 
Rev. HaARorp Bacor (C. of E., vice Padre Ted Davidson at Salford), and Rev. Aran Sr. G. 
CorrHunsr (C. of E., to be Area Padre, West Riding and Central Yorks, from June next). 
(b) Unpaid—Rev. A. D. BELDEN (Congregational, Whitcficld’s Tabernacle); Canon A. S. 
Hicnens (C. of E., late of Bromley, now in London) ; Rev. W. Mui&nHEAD Hore (C. of E., late 
Deputy Vicar of All Hallows); Rev. L. S. R. BEckrzv (C. of E.; All Hallows); Rev. W. C. 
Coucn (C. of E., late of Hastings, now Chaplain in Bolivia); Rev. H. AnrHuR Mxkk (Wes- 
leyan Methodist, General Secretary of the Regnal Leaguc) ; Rev. Georce F. Maceo (Church 
of Scotland, Edinburgh) ; Rev. Epwarp Harrison (C. of E., late Area Padre and now Hon. 
yrea Padre, Merseyside Division). 


Election of Central Executive 


Voting papers containing the names of sixteen* members nominated for the Executive were 
circulated. As there were no further nominations, there was (for the first time in the Council's 
history) no voting, and these members were elected unanimously, as follows :— 


* There are decisions of the Council to the effect (a) that I6 places only on the Central Executive are 
to be filled by election, the Executive being allowed to fill the remaining two places by co-option ; (b) that 
candidates living in or near London, and candidates living elsewhere in Great Britain and Ireland, should 
be voted for on two separate lists, and that the cight members on cach list who receive the largest number 
of votes from among candidates on that list shall be dcemed to be elected. 
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London Lit Country Lift 


David Boyle (General). W. H. Carver (House of Commons). 

Dr. L. F. Browne (Mark VID. Lord Forster (Chairman). 

J. H. Clark (Mark VID. Rev. E. Harrison (Merseyside). 

Beresford Ingram (Kennington). Dr. J. B. McDougall (Kent). 

Alec Paterson (General). Col. H. M. Farmar (Lichfield). 

L. Prideaux Brune (Mark VID). Rev. H. F. Sawbridge (Manchester). 

Rev. O, S. Watkins (Joint Admin. Padre). H. Shiner (Petworth). 

H. U. Willink (Deputy Chairman). P. Sutherland Graeme (Harpenden). 
Ex-officio Members 

Rev. P. B. Clayton (Forder Padre). Wm. A. Hurst (Hon. Treasurer), 

Rev. H. E, Hubbard (Hon. Admin. Padre). P. W. Monic (Hon. Administrator). 


The New Mark I, Canada 


Under the heading of '* Special Business ”? the Council endorsed the recommendation of the 
Central Executive that permission be given for a house in Winnipeg (No. 178, Colony Street) 
to be bought to replace the original Mark I (C) in Kennedy Strect. The first House had proved 
too large and the expense and difficulty of running it had nearly broken the Branch. The new 
House, much more suitable, was to be vested (under Article VII of the Charter) in three trustees, 
H. B. Shaw (Hon. Registrar, Mid-West Canada), James Richardson and Lt.-Col. Hugh Osler, 
acting for the Winnipeg Branch. 

The business up to this point had been mainly formal, and had given rise to no discussion 
of lively interest. The next item was destined to produce a discussion of real moment, not 
only to Councillors, but to Toc H membership as a whole. 


The Accounts 


On the item of the agenda “ To receive and consider the Annual Report and the accounts 
for the year ending October 31, 1928” (printed as a supplement to the April JOURNAL), the 
Hon. ADMINISTRATOR rose in the accustomed place of the Hon. Treasurer, who had been 
seriously ill with influenza and (though present) was still very unfit. Toc H is not given to 
“handing out bouquets,” but Peter Monie began by paying a well-earned tribute to the 
Treasurer : “ Hurst is a very real Hon. Treasurer. Several members of Central Executive who 
have known him for years are continually put to shame by the way, without making any fuss 
at all, without wearing any badges, without making any display, he gocs on quietly living 
Toc H right through his extraordinarily busy life.” , 

On the general question of finance as it affe&ts Branches and Groups, Peter continued :— 
" Ifeel sure some misunderstanding exists about that and I will try to clear it up. Take your 
minds back two years, to April 1927. The Central Executive then sat down to face the fact 
that we were going to run into serious difficulties. The broad position was this: Certain 
people, who preferred to remain anonymous, had supported Toc H liberally from the beginning 
and a stage had been reached when they could not go on doing that. "Toc H two years ago was 
growing very considerably, the demands made on us were increasing, our income was falling 
off, and when we looked into the accounts, taking headquarters accounts alone, we found we 
wanted an additional income of £5,300 a year in order to maintain Toc H on the basis on which 
it was two years ago with the same office and the same staff. We made plans about that, First 
of all there was new money coming to us from the Toc H All Hallows Trust to be applied to 
the salaries of Anglican padres. That gave us £500. Then we reckoned that if 200 
Branches and Groups out of the whole number, then about 350, gave us £10 a year each that 
would cover £2,000, and the rest, £2,800 a year, we hoped to raise by recruiting Toc H Builders. 
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'Then at the end of the year there came a completely new 
plan, the Prince of Wales Endowment Fund. That was notan appeal for income but for capital ; 
this money we cannot use, but only the interest on it. If you will look at the Income and 
Expenditure Account you will sec how far we have got with the thing. Under the item 
Donations there is £500 from the All Hallows Trust. Under Contributions from Branches there 
is £631 (remember we hoped to get £2,000), and from Toc H Builders, £1,403. That makes 


That was our plan two years ago. 


altogether a little more than £2,500. In the previous year we made more money in the way 
of contributions from Branches and Groups and less from Builders. Out of the £5,300 a ycar 
which we decided was necessary to keep Toc H going we have succeeded in getting only £2,500 
so far, and therefore we have got to go on trying to fill up that shortage of £2,800. If you 
take headquarters accounts separately the actual amount we are down is about £3,000, but we 
have kept expenditure very steady considering the growth of Toc H. We have not increased 
the staff and we are still £3,000 short on the present basis. As regards the Endowment Fund 
we have got just about a quarter. That is the position we are in. You will notice this year 
we are better off. The Houses—and especially the London Houses—have produced a large 
surplus, and I congratulate all concerned on that. I think Mus has to be specially congratulated. 
He has slaved over the London Houses Account for years, but in congratulating him we must not 
overlook that we also owe a great deal to the Chairman of the Houses Committee, Prideaux 
Brune. I do hope you may count on considerable sums from the London Houses in the future, 
but you cannot take that as part of your assured income. So we assume that on our main- 
tenance account we are about {£3,000 short and that on our expansion fund we have only got half- 
way. I don’t agree with Major Belcher on everything he says, but I do agree with one thing he 
said, “ We shall never solve our financial problems until we are a// doing something about it.” 
We have all got to go on helping systematically. 


It may be a little irrelevant, but I should like to take you for a minute or two to the North 
Western Area, where something new in Toc H has been started, and where the financial problem 
is being tackled in a way which I believe will become the ordinary way in Toc H before very 
long. Lancashire, Cheshire and Westmorland have an Area Council, which is a Local Executive, 
and that Executive among other things is trying to raise money to cover the cost of the staff 
in the Area. They reckon to have three whole-time padres in the Area, a secrctary and a typist, 
which with office expenses and travelling means an income of £1,700 a year. They have 
already got rather more than half and have Still to raise £800. They say, “ We are going to 
ration the districts." They do not propose to ration the Districts straight off. They say to 
the Districts, “ We shall have to ration you, but we would rather you did it on your own pro- 
posal ; will you ration yourselves and decide what you can pay ?" The Distriéts will then ration 
the Branches and Groups and in the end everybody will be saddled with just what they can pay. 
In that way we have every reason to hope the Area Council will raise its full share of actual main- 
tenance cost. They hope to do it mainly by trying locally to recruit Toc H Builders. Mean- 
while we are still £3,000 down on our headquarters maintenance account. You can all help 
to recruit Toc H Builders ; you can all help over the Endowment Fund. That Fund is going 
to remain open for a long time; it is really necessary if we are to staff Toc H adequately. Each 
Branch and Group must consider what it can do and then try to do its best.” 


The Hon. Administrator ended on a personal note: “ One other matter. You have got to 
face the fact that a thing like Toc H cannot depend on people who are growing old rapidly and 
have other things to do. I said in 1923 that I would stay as long as you wanted me; I can't say 
that now. I expect to go on for the two years you have appointed me, but I can't at the moment 
say that I expect my name will be brought up next time. I shan't be going out of Toc H, but 
Iam beginning to feel that perhaps I could serve Toc H in better ways than sitting in the office.” 
Peter sat down amid very hearty applause. 
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The Old Mark XXII 


H. Topp THornzerry (Weft Kent) raised the question of the house in Jamaica Road, Ber- 
mondsey, formerly used as Mark XXII, and now standing derelict, with the name of Toc H 
still painted conspicuously on it. This house in the balance-sheet was down as an asset of 
£1,500. He would like to know what was going to be done with the house, but whatever 
was done he thought the identification marks should be removed. 


The Hon, ADMINISTRATOR said the house was proposed to them by Alec Paterson. In view 
of what happened afterwards they thought that Alec had the idea that if the house fell down it 
would be a splendid advertisement and make people realise what the housing conditions in 
Bermondsey were. However, they patched up the house and it was used until condemned. 
Then they were left with a very difficult problem. For a long time they thought the best plan 
vould be to pull down the house and rebuild, but there was the difficulty of financing the pro- 
position. £5,000 had becn given to purchase a new house to replace Mark XXII. The London 
Houses Committee were looking about for a new house and as soon as they found a satisfactory 
one they proposed to sell the present house. He did not think they would lose much on the 
site, Meanwhile he would suggest to the Houses Committee that the sign be taken down. 


Salaries of Headquarters Staff 


Vat BELL (London General) enquired if it would be in order to ask for details of the amount 
(£3,656 14s. 2d.) standing in the Income and Expenditure Account under “ Administration 
Staff Salaries." This question was entirely unexpected, and, as often happens in such cases, 
gave rise to a most interesting and useful discussion. 


The Hon. ADMINISTRATOR, in answering, gave complete details of the salaries paid. It 
must be obvious to every reader of this report that the situation was a little embarrassing, to say 
the least, to the members of H.Q. staff who were present during the discussion. At the 
end it was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously, that the Editor of the JougwAr be 
pressed to refer to this matter without too much blue-pencilling in the report in these pages. 
The Editor gave his word to meet the wishes of the Council in this matter, and therefore sets 
down the details in the confidence that they will really help to dispel the misapprehensions 
which occasionally arise as to the army of “ brass-hats ” who are serving the Family of Toc H. 


PETER Monr said : “ The first point is that we have not been increasing our staff, we have been 
rearranging it. The padres are paid £300 a year, except married padres, who are paid £400, 
and in one case for special reasons an unmarried padre is paid a temporary allowance of £100. 
Those have been the standard salaries from the beginning. As for the administration staff, 
there is in Toc H an idea that the staff is growing frightfully fat on the Endowment Appeal." 
He then gave details which, for convenience sake, we repeat here in tabular form, viz. : 


P. W. Monie (Hon. Administrator) .. Nil. R. R. Calkin (London Sec.) .. .. £400 
Rev. H. B. Ellison (Overseas Sec.) .. Nil. H. Eastwood (Assif. London Sec.) .. £300 
H. A. Secretan (Schools Sec.) .. .. Nil A. Lodge (North Western Area) .. £350 
R. C. Grant (now in S. Africa)* . . .. £500 M.C. Callis (S. Yorks. Area).. .. £300 
W. J. Musters (Regifirar) A .. £soo R. Pennell (Southampton) A cottage and £250 
Barclay Baron (Editorial Sec.) .. .. £35oo J. Walker (Welt Country) — .. ao — £59 
A. A. Taylor (Assist. General Sec.) .. £300 C. Stevenson (E. Midlands) .. ac. die 
J. Mallet (N. Home Counties) Ene Jogo 


* P. W. M. said “ Ronald Grant, to use an Army term, has merely been seconded. He has been lent 
to South Africa and we are trying to carry on without him. I have stuck rigidly to the condition that 
increased expenditure in one direction must have an equivalent reduction in another." (Toc H South 
Africa is paying Grant’s salary this year.) 
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H. Lercu Groves (Windermere) said they had heard a good deal about salaries but not a word 
about superannuation. These men were giving of their best during the best years of their life 
and no provision was being made to superannuate them, It was a point they ought to take into 
consideration before long. 

H. U. Witink (Deputy Chairman) : “ This is the kind of thing one feels shy about raising, 
but I am glad it has been raised. I will just read you a few words which come from one of the 
Area Secretaries, which shows the sort of spirit which is among them :—' What would you 
have me do with my money ? Money is only power for good so long as it is wisely used. Where 
does my sacrifice come in? I have all the cash I need.” That comes from one of your Arca 
Secretaries, who when he reccived his salary returned it all to the Endowment Fund. There 
are one or two points about the office staff. The first that occurs to me is its size. I think 
it is absolutely astonishing that a movement of this size, growing at the pace it does all over the 
world, is controlled in the wonderful way it is by Peter and the small staff we have got. It really 
is an amazing thing when we hear the bare faéts that our headquarters staff consists of only six 
people, Peter, Barkis, Mus, Taylor, Secretan, and outside on special work, Harry Ellison’ 
After referring to the special work of the Registrar and the Editor, he continued : “ So really, 
for general purposes of direction, correspondence, &c., you have only Peter and Taylor. One 
of the most striking things at one of the Executive mectings when the very clear need for Ronald 
Grant to go to South Africa appeared (and remember the amount of work Grant did as a head- 
quarters officer) was that Peter without a moment’s hesitation said, “ I will take on his job.” 
Our headquarters staff is an extraordinarily efficient instrument. Three of the principal members 
of headquarters staff give their whole time and their labour for no financial reward whatever. 
Y do think we need-to think of the extraordinary privilege we have had in having these three 
men without any financial cost to ourselves. I think it may prevent our becoming restive 
when there is talk in Toc H about pounds, shillings and pence to remember what we receive 
for nothing. As regards the salaries that are paid, I do not think it can be said that they 
are excessive. They are salaries much below the commercial value of the people who 
receive them. It is equally clear that the people who come to work for Toc H and for us are 
taking on a job of extraordinary insecurity of tenure. We have had frequently brought to our 
notice the difference there is in this particular between padres and laymen. There is always 
a Job for a Church of England padre nowadays and we can take on padres without hesitation 
for that reason. When we take on laymen—and we want to take on first-rate laymen— we do 
want to realise that it is a much more difficult and teasing problem for those responsible in 
Toc H. For a layman to come into Toc H means a tremendous break in any career he has 
taken up. Toc H can give him few qualifications for another job or make it easy for him to 
return to his previous one. The endowments we have got with one exception are endowments 
for padres. We have only one endowment for alayman, which is in Leicester. What I long 
to sce is a series of endowments coming in for our lay staff, because to my mind Toc H will 
not be rightly officered if its officers become overbalanced in the padre direction. One of our 
greatest needs is to recruit first-rate Area Secretaries. But we darc not do it because we cannot 
invite a young man to come at the sort of salary that gives no possibility of saving, into a job 
which is so frightfully insecure. I think you will all feel after the information that has been 
given that Toc H is on extraordinarily sure ground and that it ought to be thankful for what 
it has got." 

J. M. Horis (Altrincham) said he understood that the travelling allowance for the lay staff 
on their work was third class railway fare, plus 10/-a night. That was nota great deal. He 
also understood that those of the staff who possessed a car were allowed 13d. a mile. It was 
absolutely impossible to run a car on that sum and he hoped the Finance Committee would 
consider this. (“ Hear, hear,” from the motorists present.) The Hon. ADMINISTRATOR 
promised to bring the matter up at the next meeting of the Committee, 
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The resolution that this discussion should be reported in the JounNar having been passed 
Tunnv said: “ There is obviously a fecling of uneasiness in the Branches about these administra- 
tion figures and people spend a great deal of time trying to explain them. The general member- 
ship is completely in the dark. The JouRNAL only reaches the loyal member, and we have 
got to face the fact that the growth of Toc H at the moment is such that there are a number 
of members who are most prone to criticise who do not regularly read the JourNat. It seems 
to me, therefore, that what Barkis is going to doin the JOURNAL is to provide you with armament ^ 
to convince the minds not of those well disposed but of the others. We all realise that there 
is not a single member of the staff who would not receive double the salary he gets from Toc H 
in ordinary life. Itis truce even of the padres. Inregardto the future you and your successors 
must realise that you are the employers of these men, men who will grow grey and old in the 
setvice of Toc H, and you will see how vital it is that a very deliberate step should be taken now 
towards seeing that some kind of superannuation allowance is forthcoming. Ina great society 
like this it is absolutely essential that the central body should take thought, prayer and aétion 
about this matter." To this Var BELL wished to add the office staff of H.Q. 


Dr. J. H. Ritson (44 President of Toc H) said: “I have been astonished to hear of the 
stipends paid in Toc H. Not only are they vastly lower than those paid in commercial life, 
buttheyare a great deal lower than those paid by the great Missionary Societies. The men in 
secondary positions in those societies are getting as much as your men in the senior positions. 
In most of the socicties there is some provision for old age, sickness and breakdown in life. 
May I for a moment speak of the society with which I have been conneéted? We made an 
appeal in 1854 for a benevolent fund. The response gave us about £50,000, which was not 
sufficient to enable us to pledge ourselves to give a retiring allowance to everyone who earned 
it, but the fund was used to give special help at the discretion of the Committee. When we 
celebrated our centenary we again made an appeal for a benevolent fund, and we are now able 
to give a retiring allowance to everyone irrespective of his position in the Society. That ought 
to be so in Toc H, and it ought to be regarded in the light of deferred pay. I don't say you 
can begin it now, but out of your ordinary funds you ought to stand up to the men who break 
down. You ought to do something out of your ordinary funds on the ground that it is deferred 
pay. You are in the middle of your biggest trouble, but when you get into smooth water why 
not start a benevolent fund? There are many in Toc H who would subscribe. Why should 
everyone know what a man is getting? It seems to me we ought not to proclaim these 
things from the housetops. Would it not be sufficient to issue a Statement every year (as 
we do, and it is effective) as to how we get every pound and how we spend every pound. I 
think if the membership saw that it would feel it had sufficient information; it would see 
that the proportion on administration expenses was really necessary. Considering the total 
income of the Society I marvel that you manage this great concern on such low working 
expenses,” 


The Hon. ADMINISTRATOR: ‘ If the Council will allow me, I want to mention one other 
point. I know when the Endowment Appeal was launched certain people in certain quarters 
thought that when the moncy came in men would be appointed who did not know anything 
about Toc H. That was the idea which was spread. We simply have not got the money and 
so we have been saved from the temptation, though really it never existed. About the future 
my own feeling is this : we have gota piece of ritual,“ What first lit this light?’ “ Unselfish 
sacrifice.” My own conviction is that a thing like Toc H cannot live merely on the sacrifices 
of the past ; it must live on the sacrifices of the present and the future. I fcel that, as far as we 
can, we have got to get the future leaders of Toc H out of the membership, men who have proved 
their leadership first as volunteers. In that way we shall get our men by trying to find leaders 
where they are." 
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In conclusion the Cuarrman said he had long felt Strongly on the questions which had been 
raised, and hoped that means would now be found of bringing them before the whole member- 
ship of Toc H. The Hon. TREASURER then rose, amid very hearty applause, and added a few 
words on the same subject. He also expressed his opinion that the Endowment Fund, which 
Edward Samuel was now promoting, would materially increase in the next year or two. The 
accounts were then approved unanimously. 


Representative or Delegate ? 

At this point E. Jorpan (Coventry) asked permission to raise a matter which was not on the 
agenda. His branch felt very strongly that Councillors should be regarded as delegates 
and not as representatives, and he had been requested to bring this forward and ask whether 
it was possible to make the necessary alterations in the Charter. 

The Hon. ADMINISTRATOR announced that, in reply to a letter from Jordan intimating his 
wish to move a resolution on this subject, he had pointed out that this was “ special business ” 
and could not now be brought up as a special resolution because the fourteen days’ notice, 
required by the rules, had not been given. The Chairman could, however, allow the point 
to be raised. Inany case an amendment of the Charter was a very claborate procedure. THE 
CHAIRMAN thought that, as the point had becn brought forward, it should now be ventilated. 

H. U. Wituink said that the Charter provided that the control of Toc H should be in the 
hands of the Central Council. The members of the Central Council were eleéted and were thus 
a democratic body, comparable to the House of Commons. The idea of a Councillor being 
a delegate as against his being a representative was in his opinion quite unworkable except 
when there were one or two clear-cut issues upon which a referendum could be taken. The 
disadvantage of that was that the person who registered his vote had not heard what had been 
said on the question. He thought every representative of a Branch ought to be there as a per- 
son whom the Branch trusted, a person who would come to a right decision after hearing what 
had been said on both sides in circumstances when everybody could not be present to hear what 
was said. He felt they ought to continue as representatives and not as delegates. 

N. Parrinson (Windermere, etc.) said the suggestion apparently was that each Councillor 
should be bound to vote according to the instructions of his Branch. When he himself started 
he was Councillor for one Branch; now he represented no less than six Branches, whose 
opinions ona given point mightallbedifferent. If he were their delegate, how was he to vote ? 

The subje& was then dropped without further discussion. 


The Birthday Festival 


The following note had been circulated with the agenda to Councillors: ‘‘ The Central 
Executive hope that the Council will take this opportunity of discussing the following points 
as regards Birthday Festivals affer 1929 :— 

1. As it will be impossible in future, as Toc H continucs to grow, to provide accommodation 
in one hall for more than a representative party from each Branch and Group, should the Festival 
be observed in future by the holding of regional Festivals, either one for the North and one for 
the South, or at, say, four centres ? 

2. At what time of the year should the Festival be held ? 

3. If a Birthday Festival is held in more than one place, should the Lighting of the new 
Lamps be held at a time independent of the Festival ? 

INofe.—For this year, 1929, the Central Executive hope to arrange for a service in Westminster 
Abbey, followed by a function in the Albert Hall, which will include the Lighting of new Lamps. 
Owing to the limits of accommodation in the Albert Hall, it will be necessary to resti 
admission to men only, except for a small delegation of women specially invited or selected 
to represent the L.W.H.” 
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F. W. Barn (Chairman, Birthday Committee) made a preliminary Statement in which he pointed 
out that last year they had great difficulty in coping with the Festival. Owing to the enormous 
growth in numbers they had had to ration tickets to a certain extent already. He Stressed 
the great importance of the Birthday Festival to the whole membership, and felt personally 
that it was essential to have one Festival in London which demonstrated the fact that Toc H 
was a Family and which was, in effcét, the focus of the whole year. The difficulties to be faced 
Were the great size of it and the heavy burden which its organisation threw on the Staff at Head- 
quarters, 

A considerable number of Councillors then spoke. ‘I‘he points in favour of holding “ re- 
gional” festivals were noted by several speakers—the inspiration which suchan event would 
give locally and its cffe& in helping people outside to understand Toc H, the opportunity of 
helping weak units which did not at present send an adequate representation to the Festival 
in London, the advantage to keen distant members who in many cases at present could not 
afford the time or money to attend the Festival. At the same time the desire for a central Birth- 
day Festival in London—* which after all is the common property of everybody ”—was general 
and was strongly expressed. 

Most speakers regretted the Central Exccutive’s proposal that members of the League of 
Women Helpers should this year be excluded. Rev. HuwPHnEY Money (L.IV.H. Padre), 
speaking on this point, said that for the women also the Birthday Festival was the focus of the 
year. He had spoken during the last month to most of the leading members of the L.W.H. 
and they were all very outspoken, that a separate Women’s Birthday Festival was unthinkable, 
The L.W.H. throughout the country was slowly but surely establishing its position and the very 
best relations existed between the two bodies, and where the L.W.H. was going strongly ‘Toc 
H realised that its presence was a most useful accession to the life of the whole movement. 
A family gathering deprived of the presence, not of the majority but a very large part of the 
family, would seem not to be a family gathering at all; it would lack the presence of those who 
were sccond to none in their loyalty to the family. It would be the most tremendous set-back 
the L.W.H. could possibly have at this moment to feel that it was to be excluded from the chief 
event in the life of the family. It was more difficult for the L.W.H. to rise above and combat 
class consciousness than for Toc H ; it was much more difficult for women than for men. There 
was nothing which did more to help them in their difficult task of achieving fellowship than 
the example of thcir men-folk and the inspiration of the Birthday Festival. He therefore pleaded 
Strongly for their inclusion. Among those speakers who warmly supported him were: C. 
Darke (Birmingham aud Harbourne), D. Girman (Leicester, Coalville, etc.), Padre F. E. Fonp 
(Manchester), Padre R. H. L. SLATER (Newcastle), R. Lewis (Cardiff), J. Suanxs (Belfast). Finally 
Var Bett (London) proposed a resolution that the Council suggest to the Central Executive 
that they reconsider their decision about admitting the L.W.H. to the Birthday Festival of 
1929. This was seconded and carried nem. con. 

Dealing with other points :—Padre GILBERT WILLIAMS (South Eastern Area) said that many 
Branches—he thought rightly—rcgarded the Birthday as an opportunity for getting likely 
fellows to become members of Toc H. If they were to have a chance of bringing such men 
they must have more than one Festival. F. G. GILL (Southampton and Woolston) said that London 
was the only place for overseas delegates to the Festival—and ṣo per cent. of the Movement 
was now overseas. H. Lercu Groves (Windermere) urged that each Branch and Group should 
be allotted a percentage representation of their membership at the Festival, and that the per- 
centage in the case of Branches should be higher than in Groups. R. H. Evans (Nottingham, 
etc.) thought that, while a central Festival in London was essential, there should also be Area 
Festivals which 75 per cent. of the members in the Area could attend. Padre SLATER (New- 
castle) suggested that an open-air Festival in Summer might be more convenient to a large number 
of members ; Padre Harry ErrisoN (Overseas Secretary) was inclined to agree, and instanced 
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the plan of Toc H South Africa to hold their Festival on the summit of Waggon Hill in the 
middle of the cemeteries of the Boer War. J. L. ORR (G/asgow) said that Scottish members 
could not contemplate a divided Festival or any place but London (“ It’s a wonderful evening 
for the few who can come and another wonderful evening when they getback”). Padre H. 
F. SAWBRIDGE (Manchefler) and R. Lewis (Cardiff) thought that Olympia should be seriously 
considered for future ycars : it would provide scope for a family gathering on the lines of the 
gathering in the Drill Hall on Sunday afternoon in previous years. T. BAKER (Middlesbrough) 
said that the meeting of members from all points of the compass in London which ‘combined 
all atmospheres ” was the chief joy of the Birthday. Moreover the pilgrimage to All Hallows 


was a great source of inspiration. 

The Hon. ADMINISTRATOR, summing up the discussion, said it was abundantly clear that 
they wanted a Festival in London which would represent everybody, and it was also clear that 
they agreed with Padre Money that women must have the part in the family gathering which they 
had always had. Further, he thought it was probably the wish of the Council that the Central 
Executive reconsider the position they had taken up for this year. If that was so, it would be 
necessary to ration everybody. Then there were two important suggestions made about the 
future. One was by Sawbones to reconsider the whole form of the Festival and see whether 
it was possible to do something in Olympia. Another suggestion was that whatever they did 
in London there remained the great mass of members to whom the inspiration of the Birthday 
Festival had to be passed on, and he felt they ought to try to do something to develop what 
had been described as regional festivals. 

Padre HARorp Hunzanp closed the session with prayers, and the Councillors retired to tea. 


THE LIGHTING OF NEW LAMPS 


There was a very brief interval between the meeting of the Central Council and the ceremony 
of Lighting the new Lamps which was held under the same roof, in the Great Hall of the Church 
House. As previously announced, there was no intention and no possibility of assembling 
an audience comparable in size to that of the Birthday Festival, but the 1,100 seats in the Hall 
were very well filled with an audience which truly represented Toc H at home—the Councillors, 
little parties of half a dozen from the new Branches about to receive their Lamps, and delegates 
from all other Branches and Groups which were able to send them. In the front of the Hall 
sat donors of the new Lamps and relatives of those to whose memory they were dedicated. 
To the buzz of excitement and cheerful conversation which belonged to the assembly, GEORGE 
Moore (4// Hallows) supplied a background of fine organ music. A few minutes after 6 p.m. 
H.R.H. ture Prince or Wares, who had come straight from the Cup Final at Wembley, entered 
the Hall, accompanied by Sir Godfrey Thomas, Lord Plumer and Tubby. He was received 
as he reached the platform and faced the audience with the singing of the National Anthem 
and tumultuous cheers. Already an uninvited guest had begun to play a conspicuous part, 
which was maintained up to the very end of the proceedings. A small tabby kitten, belonging 
to the caretaker of the hall, had strayed on to the platform and had taken the chair (a very im- 
posing carved chair, upholstered in green velvet) before the Patron’s arrival. He set it down 
gently, but it played with his hand and finally jumped on to his lap. Startled by the applause, 
it sat on the seat at his back; it watched the Lamplighting from under his chair, and as he left 
the Hall at the end, it took the chair once more, until it narrowly escaped auction to the highest 
bidder! This kitten, which proved, with a charming unconcern, that “a cat can look at a 
Prince," supplied headlines in dozens of newspapers and was clearly reckoned by some reporters 
much better “ copy " for the public taste than Toc H itself. 
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Field-Marshal Lorn Pruwzn (a President of Toc H), to whom the Family is once more greatly 
indebted for taking Lord Forster’s place at very short notice, as he did in the Albert Hall last 
December, rose to speak. He expressed the regrets of all at Lord Forster’s absence: he 
had been a tower of strength to Toc H and all were aware how much the progress and develop- 
ment of the movement in Australia was due to him when he was Governor-General there. 
(Cheers.) They accorded a hearty welcome to the Prince of Wales and greatly appreciated him 
coming among them that night. (Chcers.) His Royal Highness had taken a decp interest in the 
movement since its inception. This was a delegates! meeting and represented some 20,000 
men in all parts of the Empire. In all his visits the Prince had shown that he regarded the work 
of Toc H with intense pleasure. They firmly believed that Toc H would have an all-powerful 
and beneficent influence for good, not only in this country, but throughout the Empire. This 
would be duc in great measure to the support of their Royal Patron. (Checrs.) 


The P, ince 's Speech 


THE ParnoN then stepped forward, in his Toc H blazer, amid renewed enthusiasm, and spoke 
in that clear, unhesitating voice to which millions of his fellow countrymen who * listen in” 
are now well accustomed. He said :—Fellow members of Toc H, I thank Lord Plumer for the 
very kind words he has used in welcoming me and for your very kind response. As Lord 
Plumer has said, we miss Lord Forster very much indeed this evening and we regret the illness 
that has prevented him from attending, as I know he would have wished todo Iam not here 
to-night to make a long specch, but to light lamps—no less than 56 Lamps of Maintenance for 
new oversea and home branches. This is more than the number won in any previous year, 
(Cheers.) Yet I hear, and am glad to do so, that the standard of work which won them has 
gone resolutely up. (Renewed cheers.) I will just mention very briefly one or two points. 

First with regard to the Dominions oversea. In South Africa there are now more members 
of Toc H than there were in the whole Society six years ago. (Cheers.) Colonel Grant has 
just gone out to South Africa to continue the splendid building up work which was done by 
the Rev. H. B. Ellison. "Take the United States. In June, the Rev. Pat Leonard is coming 
home from that great country and is leaving behind him a “ Mark" in Washington, a firm 
lot of Groups round Philadelphia, and some first-class work for seagoing boys in New York 
City. (Cheers.) From this it must spread, and we believe it will spread, under American 
leadership. Then South America— Tubby” Clayton spent last summer there on behalf of 
Toc H. Isaw its beginnings in Buenos Aires in 1925 and attended a meeting there. Among 
the firstfruits is a fine new house at Bahia Blanca, and we are all of one mind in thanking the 
British railways in Argentina for this and other fine help that they have given us. (Cheers). 

Passing to India, Toc H is doing very well. I do not think that Toc H had actually got as 
far as India when I was there, and the best tribute to the work being done in India is that last 
December the Viceroy decided to join and was initiated in Calcutta. (Cheers. Then Ceylon 
supported the Endowment Fund very well. 

Further, there is the welfare work for migrants. That is a very important object and does 
real good at a critical time in a man's career. I am sure that all this work will not be wasted. 
The setting up of a complete team of Overseas Commissioners for Toc H is an excellent plan. 
Every young man who goes overseas is an amateur ambassador responsible for the good name 
of his race. (Cheetrs.) 

In Europe there is a very significant beginning of Toc Hin Germany. That is a development 
full of very great interest and cannot possibly fail to do good. I welcome it very heartily. 
(Cheers.) The Endowment Fund stands at £64,500, and the happiest feature is the fact that the 
members themselves have done so much towards it. The money keeps on coming in. Last 
week £1,000 was given for Toc H in Liverpool in memory of a son in the Liverpool Scottish. 
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- I feel sure that everyone in this hall has done their best, and I am glad to see that our old 
friend Pwich is again pleading our cause. We all believe that Toc H is a thing which most 
certainly deserves the whole of this great sum. Toc H does not compete with other movements, 
but tries to undergird all sorts of good work with voluntary man-power. With the challenge 
of these Lamps that I am about to light the movement must have all the support that it needs.” 


Two Presentations 

When the applause had subsided, the Prince made presentations of a rather original nature 
to two members of Toc H. Those who attended the Family gathering on the Sunday of the 
Birthday Festival last December will remember that Tubby then called out Major Carver (House 
of Commons Group) and presented him with the pencilled page of his Poperinghe diary record- 
ing his (Carver’s) first visit to the Old House during the War. Now the Patron made a similar 
presentation of a framed diary page to Lord Salisbury (Trustee of Toc H) recording his first 
visit to Talbot House in 1916. Lord Salisbury bowed and smiled, but had to yield to the loud 
cries of “ Specch ! " from the audience. The other presentation was to Sir Charles Hyde 
(Hyde Group, near Manchester), who, on the day the Endowment. Fund was opened, made the 
largest single donation yet received. The presentation took the form of a piece of Roman 
pottery, a fragment of Samian ware of unique pattern dating from about A.D. 6o, which had been 
discovered during recent excavations at All Hallows Church. Sir Charles Hyde said he was 
proud indeed of this possession, but prouder still of his Toc H tic (pointing to it), which he had 
only received, as a very new member, at 3.30 that afternoon. Tubby then stepped forward 
and held up a piece of paper “ of significant shape" which had been put into his hand as he 
entered the Hall that evening—a cheque from Sir Charles Hyde for £1,597 85. 2d., the exa& 
amount of the deficit for last ycar shown in the income and expenditure account in the Annual 
Report. Delighted members assumed that one Toc H tie was well and truly paid for! 


Tu bby 's Speech 

'Tubby had not only taken his part in the two presentations, with a few words of explanation, 
but had also given certain messages to the meeting. The first of thesc was a telegram of “ Warm- 
est greetings " from Ronnie Grant, sent from the liner by which he was on his way to South 
Africa; the second a cable from Percival Gray in the Persian Gulf, “ Your Persian members will 
think of you on Saturday—Sinbad ” ; the third was a letter of regret from Lord Forster that he 
was prevented by his daughter's illness from taking the chair; the fourth a telegram from the 
Toc H member who holds two of the world’s speed records—“ Please accept and convey 
fraternal greetings ; sincerely hope the aims and ideals of Toc H will go forward, yours most 
heartily, Segrave ” ; thc fifth was a warm letter from Lord Balfour, latest of the Presidents of 
Toc H, regretting his inability to be present. Having read these, amid great applause, Tubby 
went on—“ The letters T.H. stand not only for Talbot House: they also stand for Tower Hill. 
(Laughter.) On Tower Hill, evening after evening as the dusk comes down, appears the figure 
of a man of rather antique aspeét and mounted on a rather antique bicycle, armed with a kind of 
lance. When I first saw him I believed him to be a kind of Mark Twain. One evening I 
panted after him to see what he was about todo. He took his spear and approached a lamp- 
post. I thought he was about to commit a breach of the peace. There was a click, then a dull 
glow which suddenly became a gleam of light spreading itself across Tower Hill. I said to 
him, ‘ You and the Prince of Wales have got the same trade.’ He said ‘Garn! Oo are yer 
gittin at?” I said, ‘It is perfe&ly true, you both belong to the ancient and honourable 
trade of lamp-lighters.' It is a fine trade for two reasons. The first is that lit lamps help to 
keep the peace, and the second that lit lamps help men to go upon their duties and show them 
their way home. Sir, since you lit the lamp which is shortly to stand before you once more, 
much has happened; the speck has become a Star, the star has grown to a constellation." 
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‘A CAT MAY LOOK AT A PRINCE” PLATE I 


THE PRINCE, LORD PLUMER AND THE KITTEN. 


“We were a little bit concerned about the disappearance of our Kitten; we were 
on our hands and knees looking for it for quite a considerable time. Little did we 
think it had made its way, or was taken, to the Great Hall. However, it has got a 
name since the event oí Saturday last. Hitherto it had no name, but we have 
now christened it Prince. It has become a very famous Kitten. People have been 
worrying us all the week to sec it and we have even received poems dedicated to 
it! "— The Manageress, Church House Restaurant. (Keystone.) 


PLATE Il THE LAMPLIGHTING 


[Ww 


H.R.H. tHe Parron is seen lighting the Highgate Lamp. 'TunBv kneels on his right; the PRINCE'S 
Lamp stands on a pedestal on his left. Standing behind him are some Lamps already lit: from left to 
right these are Whitstable, Yeovil, Capetown Central (borne by Harry Ellison), Coalville, Clacton-on-Sea, 
Dover, Eston, Felixstowe, Godalming, Harborne and Keston. A steward, holding the list in his hand, 
stands at the far end of the platform, and the ‘‘ Gen." (Arthur Pettifer), who had carried on the 
Prince's Lamp, is seen on the floor of the hall to the extreme right of the picture. (Topical Press) 


The Lighting of the New Lamps 

The stage was then set for the Lamplighting : Lord Plumer took his seat in the front row of 
the audience, the Prince remained in the centre of the platform with Tubby kneeling on his 
right, while the pedestal of the Prince’s Lamp was placed on the left of his chair. According 
to time-honoured tradition, the Prince’s Lamp, withdrawn for a few hours from its splendid 
casket in All Hallows, was borne up the Hall by Arthur Pettifer (“ The Gen.”), this time in 
" civvies " as befitted the simplicity of the present ceremony, instead of the usual khaki and 
“tin hat.” The Prince recognised him at once and shook him warmly by the hand. 


The audience had risen to its feet as the procession of Lamps and Banners appeared, and 
sang the Hymn of Light to Christopher Ogle’s splendid but still too unfamiliar tune. They then 
seated themselves to witness the lighting of the Lamps, which advanced in a slow column, 
single file, cach followed by its Branch Banner from the back of the Hall. Each successive 
bearer, coming alone on to the platform, stood before the Prince and received the light froma 
taper (itself Jit at the Prince’s Lamp) on his wick, bowed and passed on to his place in the ranks, 
which gradually framed the whole platform with a background of living flames. They came in 
the order of their promotion to Branch Status, as follows :— Eastbourne, Folkestone, West 
Moors, Whitstable, Yeovil, Cape Town Central (S. Africa), Coalville, Claéton-on-Sea, Dover, 
Eston, Felixstowe, Godalming, Harborne, Keston, Port Talbot, Scunthorpe, Shoreham and 
Lancing, Belgravia (Transvaal), Beverley, Carlisle, Gloucester, Highgate, Hillary (Natal). Kendal, 
Morecambe, Morpeth, Penzance, Petworth, Bridport, Dulwich, Edmonton, Guildford, Leighton 
Buzzard, Montreal (Canada), Pietermaritzburg City (Natal), Pietermaritzburg Central (Natal), 
Staveley, Umtali (Rhodesia), Uxbridge, Walthamstow, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, Brid- 
lington, Greenock, Melton Mowbray, Poynton, Pretoria (Transvaal), St. Albans, Sedbergh, 
Sutton-in-Ashfield, Bellingham, Birkenhead, Fulham, Lancaster, Moose Jaw (Mid-West Canada), 
Twickenham. 

The last Lamp to be lit was that of Liverpool, one of the oldest Branches, which had surren- 
dered its original Lamp to Windermere, and had now dedicated a new one to the Mariners 
of thcir port who gave their lives in the War. (See April JOURNAL, p. 126.) 

The ceremony of Lighting was completed. The audience rose again to sing four lines sig- 
nificant of the faith of Toc H with regard to its Elder Brethren— 


These were His servants, in His steps they trod, 
Following through death the martyred Son of God; 
Victor He rose: victorious too shall rise, 

They who have drunk His cup of Sacrifice. 

Tubby gave the clear word “ Light!" The Hall illumination died out instantly, and in the 
twilight of an April evening all eyes were concentrated on the fifty-seven tiny flames, a constel 
lation of flickering golden stars, which held so real a meaning in the progress of Toc H. The 
ceremony of Light in its simplest form, familiar to every Toc H unit in the world, then went 
forward—the act of remembrance and “ proud thanksgiving,” the pregnant pause of silence, 
and the a& of self-dedication with its deep-sounding response from all—“ And glorify our 
Father which is in Heaven.” 

Family Prayers followed, taken by Tubby, and then, according to custom, the full-throated 
singing of Blake’s Jerusalem brought the evening to an end. The Lamps and Banners moved 
from the platform and down the Hall again in double file ; the Prince, with Tubby, fell in behind ; 
and the audience began to stream away down the stairs. Soon a more intimate meeting was 
being held in the Hoare Memorial Hall of the Church Housc, where one representative of each 
new Branch came forward informally to reccive the Petition of his Branch for a Lamp with the 
Patron’s signature and from the Patron’s own hand. The royal car finally drove away through 
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a closely-packed cheering crowd at the entrance ; some 350 members went off to sup together 
near Victoria Station, and the business—but not the talk—of the day was finished. 


Sunday, April 2 $8 


Next morning many Councillors and others made their Communion at All Hallows and 
breakfasted together ; Tubby preached to a representative congregation at 11 a.m. (his sermon 
is printed on p. 147). At midday a good crowd of members boarded the Thames steamer 
Viscountess, lying at Tower Pier, lunched on their way down River, and gave place on their 
return to a sccond party, which steamed down to Greenwich, cating, singing and having a fine 
opportunity for talk on many subjects. Other members found opportunities for fellowship 
in the constant coming and going at Pierhcad House, Wapping, and the new Talbot House at 
42, Trinity Square. And so, by the evening, the assembly gathered from all parts of the 
country had melted away, and another historic Toc H weck-end was over. 


EIG T7 


^] “HE Hon. Secretary of Barkly West (Orange Free State) Group writes :—“ At the mecting 

4. of the Group held on the 1oth April, at which S. V. Van Wyk was Chairman for the evening, 
a new idea was introduced which found great favour with the members. The Barkly Group, 
in common with many other Groups in the Union of South Africa, is composed of half Afrikaans- 
speaking members and half English. Our debates, etc., have always been carried on in which- 
ever language the speaker likes to use, but it was thought it would be a nice thing if the Chairman 
for the evening should condu& the Ceremony of Light and the Closing Prayer in whichever 
language he deemed fit. "This is an idea which is worthy of the consideration of other Branches 
and Groups. It is hardly to be expected that the publishers of the Diary should print the 
Ceremony of Light words, etc., in every language spoken in the various parts of the world where 
Branches and Groups are established, but as far as * Afrikaans ' is concerned, here is the Ceremony 
of Light and the Toc H Prayer :— 


Seremonie van Lig 


Voorsitter : Lat ons met trotse danksegging ons ouers broers onthou, 
Hulle sal nic oud word, soos ons wat nagclaat is oud word. 
Ouderdom sal hulle nie verveel, nog minder sal die jare hulle benadeel. 
Aan die ondergang van die son, cn in die more sal ons hulle onthou. 

Die Groep : Ons sal hulle onthou. 


Minunt van Stilte. 


Voorsitter : Laat jou lig so voor dic mense skyn dat hulle jou gocic werke mag sien, en onse 
Vader wat in die Hemel is verheelik. 
Die Groep: En verheelik ons Vader wat in die Hemel is. 


Laaste Gebed 


O God wie TOC H so wonderlik teweeg gebsing het in die mens daar gestel het om sy plig 
te sien naar U wil, leer ons om saam in Licfde, Vreugde, en Vreedsaaamheid te woon, om alle 
ergernis te vermy, ontmoediging te ontken, om dankbaarheid te ocfen, en altyd gereed te wees 
om andere te help. 

Sterk also hierde goeie beginsel, dat ons met brawe en hooghartig plesier mag werk vir U 
Koningkryk deur die gocie wil van die mens. Deur Jezus Christu Onse Koning.” —<Amen. 
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WHEN WE GO A-FISHING 


“THE origin of this drawing by A. A. Moore is a picture postcard from a 
member of Toc H at Quebec, which shows two Brothers of a religious 
Order fishing in an old-fashioned way. 


_ The similitude to Toc H in method is surely obvious. The Brother at the bow 
is picking the net over actively, and is throwing the’ full-grown fish into the 
boat and the little ones back to grow bigger. This is what should happen after 
every Guest-night. It is not that the little fishes are permanently inferior, but 
that if caught now they would never grow big. Membership of Toc H too 
easily attained both paralyses the Movement and does no good to the chap 
concerned, who will not value or fulfil his membership unless he has genuinely 
achieved it on worth, and is truly worth his place in the field of play. 


Talbot House, Pop., was indeed Everyman’s Club ; but the phrase is merely 
misleading when it is forgotten that every man in question was on Adtive Service, 
and the service qualification could therefore be taken for granted. It cannot 
be so regarded in a form of civilisation which contains a majority of men who 
yield occasionally to good nature, but have accepted no code of regular service 
to their fellows. There is no place, in my view, in the active Group or Branch 
membership of Toc H for a man who is likely to neglect his job or let down his 
Jobmaster. Moreover, while Talbot House was LEveryman’s Club in a place 
where every man was on active service, it would be a most ridiculous mis- 
conception to imagine that cvery man who came in and out of the Old House 
became thereby a member. The main bulk of our visitors used the bottom floor 
only, and seldom made response to any deeper note. "The real membership was 

165 


| n ll 


those who worked among them, became their hosts in various ways, took on 
this task or that for the true welfare of the Housc, and found the source of in- 
fluence in the Upper Room. It meant a lot to many of these men to deny them- 
selves this longed-for period of rest to run libraries instead of reading quietly, 
rattle the keys at sing-songs when they wanted to write home, and break away 
from every lesser thing when the bells rang through the house for worship. 
These were the true members of Talbot House, and our membership to-day 
must be equally seleéted . 
To pick a team properly requires much care and judgment, the weighing 
of one man against another—with no ill-will, but a firm grasp of facts. This 
ame of doing good with cheerfulness will never be well played if the scle&ors 
of the team forget that while every man is cligible, each man must pull his weight. 
The figure in the stern, meanwhile, seems at first sight to be idle. He has 
however, a paddle in his hand, and is holding the boat’s head steady in the 
Stream. He is, in other words, a primitive Pz/o/, no longer concerned with the 
busy-ness of sorting the catch but responsible for the guidance of the boat. 
The selected full-grown fish are flapping at his fect, opening and shutting their 
mouths and talking much before he dcigns to deal with them on shore. Mean- 
while his job is manifestly vital, though his strength is to sit still and look ahead. 
Do not mistake his art for idleness ; without his presence and sagacity the boat 
would be in jeopardy and the harvest more than often lost. 
Let Groups and Branches think upon these things. 
TUBBY. 


A REMINDER TO TOC H 
Į LEFT Church House after the Central Council Mecting on Cup Final Day 
to take the chair at the fourth annual reunion of the unit to which I was trans- 
ferred during the Somme activities in 1916 and the cadre of which I brought home 
in June, 1919. A record attendance was present and eighty old comrades had 
taken advantage of the cheap fares to mect again—some for the first time since 
half their number had been taken prisoner at Cambrai in the autumn of 1917. 

After a simple meal the usual toasts were given, that of “ Our Fallen Comrades ” 
having been allotted to me. I gave it in the only way that a member of Toc H 
can think of it—the Ceremony of Light. I was the only Toc H-er present and 
I was struck at the effect on this group of men of the words beginning.“ With 
proud thanksgiving let us remember our Elder Brethren.” They certainly 
sct the tone to the evening which followed, and which might have developed 
without this opening into a * pub sing-song." As it was, it was a real happy 
evening ; as one of the boys shouted out, “ It’s just like the evening we had in the 
Y.M.C.A. tent in front of Arras." 

I was wondering whether it were possible to re-create the old atmosphere 
when Bill Winter who, as a mere lad in France, had often checred hundreds of 
Tommies with his skill on the “ ivories," sat down and gave a pot-pourri of war- 
time songs. Immediately the whole room took up the choruses. One by one 
they were sung with gusto, and by association of ideas one by onc our various 
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parts of the time in France came back to my mind—Albert, Cambrai, Arras, 
Bethune and Armenticres. (We had the good fortune to dodge the Ypres 
Scdor) A particular song called up a particular place. Tipperary, The Last 
Long Mile, The Long, Long Trail recalled our joyous march towards Mons in Novem- 
ber, 1918. Down Home in Tennessee, Without a Shirt, O you Cuddlesome Girl and 
Beautiful Baby Doll, took the memory back to the Theatre at Arras ; Sussex by the 
Sea, Burlington Bertie and Priceless Percy with his Oue Pip Up brought to mind the 
wonderful impromptu concert that we organised for the inhabitants of Raimbeau- 
court after we had crossed the Canal de la Haute Devic, and were billeted for the 
first time in four years with those whose country had been occupied so long 
by the enemy. Take Me Back to Dear Old Blighty conjured up the ten days at 
Dunkirk waiting to be shipped across to Southampton. Another unit cele- 
brating in the room below could not resist the call and an echo to our own Strains 
was wafted up the staircase and through the door. 


The old atmosphere had returned. The choruses having finished, the late orderly 
room sergeant arose and proposed that various members should sing the songs 
that they had sung in the “good old days." I,as an experienced chairman, 
assented to the proposition; for the amount of beer consumed is diminished 
in the exaét proportion to the number of songs given: “ much singing, little 
beer." Darky Johnson gave The Campbells are Coming, Ted Brown, The Queen of 
the Earth, Uncle Eskins, “When You Come Home, Dear," Tich Davies, Alay Old 
Iron, and the chairman had to oblige with The Burglar’s Serenade. Once again 
we were feeling the real joys of comradeship, although not dressed in a com- 
mon unitorm. 

As I gazed round the room I realised what a mixed collection we were and how 
fortune had frowned on some and smiled on others. During the past ten years 
some had “ got on ” in the world, others were still struggling. My eyes ran up 
one table. At the head sat a specialist in a big London Hospital, and then 
followed a bricklayer, a bank manager, a mental attendant, an engineer, a gardener, 
a member of the Stock Exchange, an L.G.O. ticket inspector, a civil servant, 
a bank clerk, a cobbler, a shop assistant, a policeman, the departmental head 
of a big insurance company, a chemist, a masseur, a builder’s labourer, a head 
master, a well-known underground poster artist, a caretaker at a college mission, 
a [1,000 a year man in a big chemical combine, a brickmaker, and a carman who 
had been out of work twelve weeks (he was discovered accidentally in Oxford 
Street and had bcen dragged to the Reunion). Social distinctions had disappeared 
and they were all at their ease chatting over the past memories of those spots 
on the Western Front where they had had a “ hot time "—Loos, Ovillers, Arras, 
Monchy, Gonnelicu, Fleubaix, Aveluy Wood, Morlencourt and Epehy. During 
the intervals betwcen the songs this chatter continued ; but it was evident that 
few incidents could be recalled without reference to those who gave up their 
lives. And no wonder, for it was almost a daily happening ! 

Suddenly, somcone asked if there werc any news of others who were not present. 
In turn, various individuals gave an account of those whom they had run across 
since demobilisation. And many were the sad stories that were listened to. 
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This led the bank manager to propose that a benevolent fund be established 
for the purpose of giving a helping hand to those who had fallen by the wayside. 
He made a most sincere and moving speech, during the course of which he said, 
* Although I have made, from the world’s point of view, a success of life, yet 
I would welcome another war if I could get back to that feeling of fellowship 
that I experienced when we were working as onc brotherhood in France. I have 
never known since the war ended such days of real happiness.” As I watched 
the speaker I knew that he was expressing in words what Jay deep down in his 
heart. It wes a fact that men found happiness amid the terrible happenings of 
the Great War, and we in Toc H put down, as our first activity, “ to preserve 
and pass on the true spirit of Christian Comradcship as manifested by all ranks 
in the Great War.” We fecl that in peace-time we must so regulate our lives that 
this true comradeship shall be apparent in all our activities, whether social, 
industrial, commercial or recreational. 


This gathering of old war comrades and the return of the “ old atmosphere.” 
reminded me more forcibly than ever of what Toc H stands for. It is nothing 
less than thinking along the lines of the mind of Christ. If we do this, true service 
is bound to follow. During the war real values were very apparent. The 
mind of Christ seemed more understandable. Thousands of men were discarding 
scif-interests, and so a common bond was established between rich and poor, 
public school-boy and slum-youth. Unconsciously, in many cases, men had got 
back to the simple teaching of Christ and so found it no great difficulty to associate 
as brothers. False conventions were discarded and man-made barriers were 
broken down. It is the mission of Toc H to endeavour to do this in peace-time. 
My friend the bank manager, who would welcome another war, had failed to 
see that the atmosphere of his war-days for which he longed could be re-created, 
if he would be willing to regulate his life by the teaching of the Gospels. But 
J wonder if he had found the iron chains of Place, Power and Money too strong 
for him to break? Had he gonc back to civil life and once again sown his 
secd among thorns? Surcly we can recover that old war-time comradeship, 
and “live together in love and joy and peace,” without another war. We in 
Toc H believe that we can. But I would like to remind those in our movement, 
especially my younger friends, that Service alone is not sufficient unless it proceeds 
from their hearts and is the direét expression of their thoughts and feelings. 
Without this, work for others becomes mere patronage and it will never be success- 
ful. Let us therefore seek always to think along the lines of the mind of Christ: 
to think fairly : to love widely, to build bravely and to witness humbly. And 
to quote Dean Inge (whose words have just caught my eye in the Evening Standard 
to-night), “ Let us try to be good citizens of the world, which, with all its impes- 
fc&ions, is a world redeemed by Christ, made up of societies cach of which has 
something valuable to contribute. Christ abolished all man-made barriers by 
simply ignoring them. If mos of them have been set up again, it is because 
the world has forgotten or misunderstood His teaching.” 

VALENTINE BELL. 
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THE DIVINE IMAGE 


The lines below came to the Editor in a letter which said : “‘ Last Thursday I happened to go 
into All Hallows before leaving from Mark Lane Station. Looking at the Toc H literature, 
I thought of some lines which I had written in 1919, after hearing a Padre tell how a soldier 
asked the question in a hospital ward, ‘ What is God like, Padre? You ought to know.’ 
The teller of the story did not give any account of his reply, and I kept on thinking what sort of 
reply would satisfy ; the ideas fell into some sort of verse-——not very good J am afraid. By 
chance I had a typescript in my pocket and as the lines I have marked appeared to me to express 
the Toc H spirit, I showed them to of All Hallows with whom I had been talking, and he 
said he thought you might like to have a copy. I am the Secretary of a Golf Club and we— 
my wife and I—do not get much chance of hearing anything but golf for seven days a week ; 


Saturday and Sunday arc, of course, our busiest days. 
to the Toc H Spirit, we have found comforting under the circumstances. 


others situated as we arc." 


"OD is like the sweetest smile 
That ever lit the face, awhile, 
Of Mother, soothing baby cyes 
To slumber, as the daylight dies. 


He 1s like the sternest frown, 

The justest judge has ever shown. 

Like the runnet’s tensest face, 
Struggling in a hard-fought race. 

Like to mortal's rarest beauty, 

Linked with strength and bound by duty. 
The weakest cripple too who bears 

His lot with no faint-hearted tears, 

But bravely fights and wins the strife, 
Has likeness to the God of Life. 


In the forest’s tender green, 

In its fuller summer shecn, 

In its autumn brown and gold, 

E’en when wintet's storms and cold, 

Have stripped the gaunt black boughs 
above— 


Inall is seen the God of Love. 


In the noontide’s golden sun, 

In the youngster’s healthy fun, 

In the moonlight’s silver rays, 

In the old one’s peaceful days, 

When heads are white with winter 
snows — 

They all reveal the God who knows. 


The lines I have marked as applicable 
There may be 


If we have purcly loved and sought 
In all to do our best for naught, 
But just because it is the best; 

Then we have entered on the quest, 
The search for God, and by His grace 
Reflect some features of His face. 


If, as a Father, He is bound 

To discipline our daily round, 

With basic laws, in wisdom made— 
(These laws we may have disobeyed ; 
Then, in our poverty and pain, 

With wounded souls, we seek again 
'The mental Heaven we willed to leave) 
He does with gentleness receive, 

And with a Mother love shall tend, 
The hurts the wanderer needs to mend. 


* * * * 


The mind, in mortal form concealed, 
Mus labour long to till the field 

Of knowledge ; and the patient toil, 
Upon that hard refractory soil 

Will teach the toiler, there's no need 
To ask “ What like is God?” Indeed 
He dwells within the Heaven of mind ; 
"Tis given to those who seek—to find. 


KEC 


Nore: These lines are reprinted by kind per- 
mission of Samuel Bagster & Sons, Ltd., who 
originally published them for the author. 
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READING WITHOUT TEARS 


This is intended as the first of a series of articles on books and reading, the reason for which is 
sufficiently explained in the first tno paragraphs on this page. The present article is based on the notes 
used for a talk at a Refresher Course for Toc H Leaders at Pierhead House, Wapping. 


(GES of the points of the Compass, indeed the very first one, according to the 
logical order in which they are placed at the end of the Main Resolution— 
is to enjoin us to think, and to think fairly. Now this business of thinking is 
not quite so easy as it would at first sight appear, for most of us imagine we 
think a great deal, when, as a matter of fact, we simply rcact to circumstances, so 
much so that the “ Behaviourists " have tried to base all conduct on pure reaction. 
By “ thinking fairly," constructive thinking is what actually was in the minds of 
the Council, and that is one of the greatest needs of the present day—a need 
which Tubby foresaw when he put down ''Fairmindedness " as one of the 
cardinal points. (Incidentally, has any other Society or Fellowship ever been 
formed the members of which were pledged to think ?) 


Now, thinking fairly requires a mind $tored with knowledge, and although 
this may seem trite and axiomatic, it is as well to start with a clear idea of our 
foundations. Knowledge, the requisite, is obtained in the main through three 
great channels : from men, from experience, and from books. From our conta& 
with men we shall gain an insight into the variety of human nature, into the com- 
plexity of its demands and its needs; but unless we are extremely fortunate or 
more than usually sympathetic, the knowledge thus gained will be both limited 
and local. From our experiences we shall gain experience, chiefly in methods of 
helping men and in solving the problems which so constantly beset us ; but, again, 
the knowledge thus gained will vary tremendously according to the opportunities 
and the make-up of the individual. But the third avenuc for knowledge, that of 
books, is open to everyone, whatever his circumstances, and is unlimited in scope, 
range and variety. There are very few subjects on which there are not standard 
and informative books, so that any man who will take the trouble can so fill his 
nund with knowledge, that he may never lack the material on which to think. 
Reading, therefore, is what we are called to do in order to realise our ideal as all- 
round Toc H men; this and nothing less is the preparation for thinking fairly. 


Now, what shall we read? Ina general article like this it is manifestly im- 
possible to examine all the varied delights of reading, but a few guiding lines may 
help to stimulate us to explore for ourselves. Two main rules should however 
always be borne in mind: first, all our reading should be as wide as possible, 
else we shall be unable to think /a77/y ; and, secondly, we must learn to discriminate 
in our reading. By analogy, the variety of foods we consume must fairly stagger 
our “tummy " at times, but (except in flagrant cases !) it exercises continuous 
discrimination, assimilating all that 1s good and rejecting the rest. So, by degrees, 
let us learn to think over what we ate reading, so that, weighing statements and 
ideas in the light of knowledge already gained, we shall build up a precious store- 
house of sound knowledge. 
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For convenience, let us consider our reading under four separate headings :— 


1. Newspapers.—Let us make it a habit to read a good newspaper, and after 
secing what’s doing in the League matches, turn over to the Parliamentary and 
Foreign news, the reviews of books, legal arguments. It may be most thrilling 
to read all the details of the latest murder case, but we should aim at obtaining 
information on weighticr matters, and to be abreast of the various movements 
in the world, endeavouring to sce all the time history in the making. -The Times, 
Morning Post, Daily Telegraph and Manchester Guardian arc all in their several ways 
to be preferred to the others, although it is a good thing to read the other side 
as well. Then let us include under this heading weckly papers, such as Puna, 
Everyman, Times Literary Supplement, John o’ London, and perhaps (if we ate in- 
terested) one of the Church newspapers. Magazines, always excepting Blackwood, 
do not as a rule prove very satisfactory, and are best enjoyed on a journey. Added 
eas A can be the specialist’s paper, such as the Dog World or the Hairdressers’ 
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2. Works of Imagination c are exceedingly fortunate in England in having a 
splendid school of writers who produce books of first-rate quality, considered both 
as literature and from the standpoint of observation. Amongst the many which 
could be selected, the following may safely be recommended as representative 
and in every way helpful. The classics are well known and can always be relied 
on ; this small list is more concerned with quite modern fiction of the more solid 
type, for Wodehouse, Wallace and Zane Grey can always be added for relaxation. 
These books are grouped according to the subjects they treat and must only be 
regarded as indicative of a much larger list :— 


Edmund Gosse .. Father and Son .. .. Studies in relationship. 
Warwick Decping Sorrell and Son .. .. Age versus Youth. 
Wilfrid Ewart .. Way of Revelation 29] 
Ernest Raymond ..  Te/ England .. T | The Great War. 
Arnold Zweig .. Case of Sergeant Grischa.. | 
Compton Mackenzie Sinister Street .. d: o 
Geoffrey Dennis .. Mary Lee . x: } Childhoodte aa 
R. Whiteing .. No. 5, John Street - - 
M. L. Eyles .. Margaret Protests T Sociology: 
T. Wilder .. .. The Bridge of San Luis Rey . . 
Philip Gibbs — .. The Age of Reason... } Specular ae 
Sheila Kaye Smith.. Green Apple Harvest .. 

» » o. lile E oo .. L English Countryside. 
Mary Webb .. Precious Bane val 
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Poctry, too, should not be overlooked, although as a rule it is as wcll to con- 
centrate first on prose, which most people find easicr. A splendid introduction 
to English poetry is Lafcadio Hearn's Appreciations of Poetry ; fascinatingly written, 
it explains and opens up the whole subject far better than the scope that any 
article like this would allow. 

The whole point of reading these books is to quicken our imagination, and not 
to drown us purely in a romantic day-dream of what might be. Were our 
imagination more fully awake, theze are many cries which would never fall on 
so many deaf cars ! 

3. Reports.—Under this heading should be grouped such books as Govern- 
ment reports on questions of the day (Police Commission, Working of the Factory 
Als, ctc.), the reports presented by Copec, World Call reports, and also the 
reports issued by local Societies, Missionary bodies and others. Generally 
speaking, we are far too badly informed, both in a civic and in a Christian sense, 
ot the many activities which take place in our midst. 

4. Text-books.—It is essential that we should include in our reading some text- 
books, partly along the lines of our existing social jobs of work and partly of a 
general informative nature. Let us first of all be sure that a good dictionary is 
conveniently handy, both to supplement our use of words and to enable us to 
understand the words we usc—a real necessity. Amongst our gencral text- 
books a place must be found for the New Testament, which we ought to read 
a great deal oftener than we do; in this connection the practice of reading bole 
books at one sitting is much to be pzeferred (e.g., St. Mark, Philippians, Hebrews), 
otherwise the whole argument is so often missed. Then ‘Tubby’s favourites, 
Pilgrims Progress and Pickwick Papers, will bear much reading and re-reading. 

With regard to special text-books, the range is too wide to admit of tabulation. 
Suffice it to say that any subject, such as Psychology, History of Religion, 


-Economics, Political Economy, Domestic History, can be taken up without very 


much outlay, and will repay any time devoted to it. Two further special subjects 
should engage our attention, first a presentation of the Christian religion 
(since we are Christian men), for which I recommend amongst many others :— 


W. Carey .. Have you understood Chriffianity ? 

W. Temple .. Personal Religion and the Life of Fellowship, 
B. Barton .. The Man Nobody Knows, 

Hardy .. er Secrets of Progress, 


and, secondly, the finest book written with regard to the relation of the Sexes, 
Gray's Men, Women and God, which ought to be read by everyone who is ever 
likely to be consulted on this delicate subje&. This book is written by a Christian 
man actuated by the highest ideals and can always be safely recommended. 


Much has been left unsaid, and more inadequately expressed ; but the books 
themselves are there and waiting. Who will make the venture and, musing 
amongst his “ Silent Friends,” find himself one day “ thoroughly furnished unto 


all good works ” ? 
LEN. 
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HOW TO USE THE TOC 4 JOUR: 


WAJ HATEVER may be said for or against this JOURNAL, it has many possible 

YV uses. It can be read from cover to cover (this is not an uncommon 
usc overseas and is not unknown at home); it can be glanced over and put 
in the W.P.B.; it can be preserved and bound annually for the use ofour 
Toc H posterity ; it can be handed on to a non-member to read (it is to be ho ped 
that all members who read it tty to buy and not to borrow it); it may be em- 
ployed with fair success as shaving-paper. It is also capable of being used by 
the Pilots of Branches and Groups as one of the regular tools of their trade— 
which is to help not only the aspiring probationer but even the hardened 
member to answer to himself and others the perennial question “ What és 
TocH?” An answer to that question can always be exiraéted from the regular 
Toc H literature. The old historical facts remain truc—but history moves on 
every day; the methods we use continue to develop with growing experience. 
The Journat, therefore, is an essential supplement to our other literature for 
any Pilot who would keep his teaching fresh and up to date. A doétor bases 
his practice on the text-books he read at college, but he soon drops out of the 
race if he does not kecp abreast of modern discovery by reading regularly the 
technical periodicals of his profession. 

There is at least one Branch in which the Pilot stands up at one of the meetings 
during each month and briefly runs through the current JOURNAL, commending, 
ctiticising, expounding its salient points. Probably no Branch or Group which 
has a really useful Pilot would find it a waste of time to give him a short 
“innings " of this kind once a month. 

Recently the Pilots in South Yorkshire asked Monty Callis, the Area Pilot, 
to attempt a “ Pilots Index ” of the annual volume of the JOURNAL, że., a selection, 
under various headings, of the most useful articles for their purpose published 
during the ycar. This index Monty has submitted to the Editor for his 
“criticism, condemnation or corroboration,” but the Editor, poor wretch— 
standing as he does too close to these printed pages, with all their misfits, mis- 
prints, and sins of omission and commission, to be able to see them clearly— 
prefers to hand the job to the judgment of other readers. Here is Monty’s 
choice from Volume VI, 1928 :— 


1. THE Prror's Work. 


MoNrH. PAGE. TITLE. AUTHOR. SUBJECT, 
January 6 Eavesdropping * Nemo." Guard of Lamp reports. 
February 76 The Probationer in Toc H Memo. of London Job- 

masters Conference. 
March 108 The Pilot and his job. Rex Calkin. Paper read at All- 
London Conference. 
June 242 Initiation. Guard of the A picturesque form 
Lamp. of the Ceremony. 
November 453 Applying for a Lamp. Guard of the Requirements for 
Lamp. Promotion, 
» 496 The Pilot puts it across. Tubby. Points of the Compass 


SIS 


MonrH. 

January 

July 

August 
» 


>> 


February 


» 


August 
November 


February 
March 


May 
July 


March 
May 
june 


July 


March 
August 


PAGE. 
12 
278 
315 
317 
321 
325 


342 
348 
369 


445 


449 
500 


65 
79 


73 
313 
492 


74 
149 


192 
274 


159 
198 


233 
269 


118 
359 


2. SUBJECTS For Guest-Nicnr TALKS, 


TITLE. AUTHOR. 

Going ont Eaff. Ludo Porter. 
The Student and the Job. Thompson. 
Ten Years Ago— Tubby. 

(i.) On the Move. A 

Gi.) Advance America ! Si 

Gii.) The Senior Service and bs 

Kemmel Hill. 
“ Jerusalem” and “ Glad Day.” — B. B. and Keith 
Fraser. 


Weflward Ho! (A visit to the Ludo Porter. 
Home of St. Francis, Dorsct.) 

Ourselves ! 

Toc H in India. W/. R. Elliott. 

Swings and Roundabouts. 


A Note on the Four Points. Barkis. 


3. Tarks “IN THe Licur or Tug Lasp? 


Tubby. 
J. Marsh. 


Into the hearts of all men. 
To Pratlise Thanksgiving. 


To Disown Discouragement. pig 

Trinity House and Toc H. Tubby. 

Comradeship and Peace. Sir. W. Robert- 
son. 


4. SPECIAL SERIES FOR STUDY. 


i “ Everyman’s Story." 
The Induftrial Peace Union. J. A. Seddon. 
St. Augustines College (Cantcr- 
bury.) 

With young Germany on the Road. 
Helping the S. African settler. 

H. “ Great Eastern Faiths.” 
Mohammed. ** Bo ” Semple 
Religions of the Chinese. 
5 f » (contd.) 
Religions of the Tamils. 


5. MISCELLANEOUS. 
Al Pitlure and a Prayer. 


The Pick of the Bunch. By Toc H 
members & 
others. 


SUBJECT. 
Friendship. 


Tales of Talbot House, 
continued. 


Notes on William 
Blake. 


Tubby’s travels. 


History of the Toc H 
Journal. 


A new ficld of work. 


Feeding the 5,000. 

Incident in railway 
carriage. 

Message to Australia. 

A parable. 


No. XI. 
No. XII. 


No. XIII. 


Short Studies in Eastern 
Religions 


For Passiontide. 
Verses, grave and gay. 


Any reader might make a different choice, and would, no doubt, think his 


own a better one. 


pastime but a service to his Branch or Group.—Ep. 
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Only let him try, for the attempt might prove not only a 


TOC H ACROSS THE POND 


Par LroNARD writes again from U S.A. He is due to arrive home on June 3. He now sends the 
excellent news that PHILADELPHIA has opened MARK II (U.S.A.), with the first nine hoftellers moving in. 


Í. From New England 


In a train. 13.1.29. 


Mv Dears,— 


** Riding down from Bangor, 
In an Eastern train. 
After weeks of hunting 
In the woods of Maine." 


That's me, except that I boarded the train at Boston, and my hunting hasn't been in the woods 
of Maine. Still I’m in the Country of which the song is written, and I’m a sort of student fellow 
returning after some very happy hunting among the Schools of New England. So far, however, 
the village maiden hasn't taken her call, so the business with ear-ring is “ off’?; and the aged 
couple is also absent. In their place, my immediate neighbours are two white-teethed sunburnt 
huskies from the South, and a noisy trio of Italian woodmen who, I imagine, have drink taken. 
It is over a month since I last sent you news of my pilgrimage, and on referring to my diary 
I sce that I’ve covered quite a fair mileage in the interval and have been true to my unwritten 
tule not to dally more than 48 hours in the same place or sleep more than two nights running 
in the same bed. 


The great bulk of my timc has been spent among the Schools, and a very happy time Ive had. 
In several of them Sawboncs is still a name to conjure with, and many have been the requests 
that I send him messages of affeétionate remembrance from masters and boys alike. New 
England is stiff with schools: there's one every five miles, and all of them seem to be full of 
an amazingly fine and attractive type of young American. In two of them—Choate and Phillips 
Exeter—I’ve been flattered by being asked for an encore by the Headmaster. In fact, Pm on 
my way back to Choate now to talk to the School this evening, having already given them an 
hour's hard going last Sunday evening. There is no doubt that the content of Toc H strikes 
a responsive chord in the heart of young America. There is a quality about its spirit, and an 
element of practical idealism about its challenge that is to be found in no other movement. 
Time and time again Headmasters and senior boys have said to me “ That's just what we want. 
Yes, that’s the root of the matter." If and when Toc H finds a 100 per cent. American to lead 
the Family over here, the growth is going to surprise us all. 

I wish I could tell you the facts about the real America. It’s so vital that we should understand 
and appreciate each other; and the heart and soul of this Country is not represented by its 
politicians, nor yet by the yellow Press which specialises on the gang murders in Chicago. 
Never was there a more splendid field for fair thinking, and wide loving than between England 
and America, who, as a team, could ensure the World's peace so long as we both endure. America 
is, of course, a strange paradox of a country, and difficult to understand at a distance of 3,000 
miles, where we know nothing of its problems, and dwell on its apparent hard-boiledness. It 
is hard-boiled, but it’s also amazingly soft-hearted, and its generous impulses are easily stirred. 
Most of its troubles come from its composite population. It’s the melting pot indeed of many 
tongues and creeds and peoples, only up to date quite a number of elements have refused to 
melt. A much truer description is a crazy patch-work quilt, with its glaring contrasts of colours 
and materials lying side by side. You can't wonder, my dears, if the colours clash or the materials 
behave like the new patch on the old garment. The great thing is that it is alive and virile, 
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full of enthusiasms and idealisms. It may be blatant and noisy, but its heart is of gold. It 
may speak with a nasal twang, but it has a divine gift of apt expression. It may be selfish and 
soft and sentimental, but it is none the less the most hospitable country in the world, and the 
most charming, with all the sincerity and inconsequence of a child. 

Last week I was down in Washington, and came in for the inauguration of the new President. 
Washington was very much en fète, and everything in high fettle but the weather. Of the weather 
I can only say that it was Manchester at its worst: a steady dismal downpour with a nasty vicious 
glint in its eye. The crowds, however, were out to see the show and except that the ladies 
wrapped their heads and hats in newspapers, nobody scemed unduly concerned. I myself 
didn’t think that a mass of sodden pulp cither improved the appearance or greatly protected the 
hat, but the custom was so universal that I expect there was something in it. I was a member 
of a First Aid team supplied by Toc H. We all wore Red-cross brassards and looked important 
and incidentally had a good view of the procession, but did little to justify our existence. In our 
scétion the only casualtics all day were a woman with a skinned knee, and a man who affirmed 
that his inflamed eye was due to petrol falling into it from an acroplane he was watching overhead. 
Of the actual inauguration I saw little, but I had my fill of the parade that followed it. Two 
hours of gorgeous uniforms, brass bands, red-skins in war paint, zeppclins and aeroplanes 
accompanying overhead, and all the noise and colour and martial splendour imaginable, Believe 
me, Mr. Herbert Hoover is well and truly installed as President of the U.S.A. 

For the rest, the health of the family remains good. Wearen’t exactly growing out of our 
clothes, but those who mature late are often the best in the end. So keep your prayers going 
and God bless you all. 

Ever yours affectionately, 
Par. 


Li. Down South 
c/o FI. L. Varian, 
31, South Frederick Street, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 
My Many Dears, 


Since my last letter (to the Journat) I have been moving about more than a little, and have 
been having a wonderful time with enough experiences to fill several letters. 

After a month of visiting the boarding-schools of New England, where I found many future 
recruits for Toc H, I went north for a few days with the Lusks to Saranac Lake to get a much- 
necded breathing space and to spread the news of Toc H among the little community there. 
Some of you will remember Padre Lusk, the first friend of Toc H in America, who knelt at 
the Birthday Festival of 1925 for the Prince to light the parent Lamp for the States. Time has 
no effe& on his buoyant spirit nor damps his enthusiasm for the cause. Saranac Lake is his 
old stamping-ground, and it was an education in pastoral love to see the bonds of affection that 
persist after fifteen years of separation between him and his old flock. Saranac Lake, I must 
tell you, is the most famous of the American Sanatoriums for the cure of consumption, and the 
Story of how it started is an epic of the first water. 

Fifty-six years ago, a young doctor, Edward L. Trudeau, left a brother doctor's office with his 
death sentence ringing in his ears. He was consumptive! Leaving his wife and two small 
kiddics in New York, he went up into the then unknown wilds of the Adirondack Mountains 
to die. He made his home with a trapper—Paul Smith—arriving there a mere bag of bones 
carried on a mattress through a roadless wilderness of lakes and forests. ‘The peace of the 
mountains entered into his soul, and the primitive open-air Stayed the ravages of his disease. 
Slowly he began to improve, but though he lived until he was sixty-seven, he was seldom out 
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of pain or out of bed, except when he was being carried on his fishing and hunting expeditions 
By degrees he began to take a medical interest in T.B., using himself as his laboratory specimen. 
In a little log cabin he installed some home-made apparatus and began experimenting with the 
tubercle bacillus. No one else in America, at that time, knew or believed that consumption 
was due to a germ, and the lonely little man in the Adirondacks had to fight his battle single- 
handed. Then caine a disastrous fire that consumed his cabin and all his apparatus and results. 
But undismayed, he began again, and formed the wild idea of making it possible for other simi- 
larly affli&ed persons to share the benefits of the Adirondacks. To all it secmed a fantastic 
thing to spend a winter in the hinterland of nowhere, cut off from the outside world as effeét- 
ively as if it was the north pole, but Dr. Trudeau, coughing and gasping, nursed his vision, 
begged money from his friends, built a single-roomed shack and persuaded two factory hands 
from New York to brave the long journey into the unknown wilderness. They too improved 
in health, despite the entire lack of any comfort—no water, except the river in the valley below; 
no light, except candles; no central heating— nothing but a tin shack in the heart of the frozen 
solitude. It was hard going, but the little man lifted up his heart, stiffened his upper lip, and 
carried on, To-day there is a complete little city dedicated to the ceaseless war against consump- 
tion, where once he used to sit and wait for shots at rabbits on the sheltered side of the mountain 
overlooking the Saranac River. “ The Little Red,” as he called that first rude shack, still stands 
(surrounded now by the latest and most up-to-date Sanitorium buildings) as a witness to his 
firm and fearless faith. Nearly everyone there is, or has been, a victim of T.B.—doctors, nurscs, 
X-Ray men, and all who minister to the patients have been through the hoop themselves. "That 
common foe, as in the war, has created a spirit of comradeship that grips your heart and thrills 
your sense of the heroic. Never have I scen, outside of the trenches, such a community of 
greathearts or felt such a glorious spirit of cheerful endurance and kindly helpfulness. Old 
Doctor Trudeau, looking down from heaven, and seeing what the travail of his soul has 
accomplished, must indeed be satisfied. 


From the winter ice of Saranac Lake, I went to the summer suns of Georgia. For some tinc 
Washington has been missionarily inclined towards the South, and plans have been discussed 
for taking the Light of Toc H into that land of unbounded hospitality ; so after our Easter 
Communion, five Washington members packed themselves around me in a car, piled their spare 
clothes and cameras on top of me, loaded the running boards and front wings with blankets, 
tents and packages of literature, and away we went on a 1,700 mile trip into the land of cotton 
and tobacco. Our route lay across the Shenandoah Valley, over the Blue Ridge Mountains 
of Virginia, across a corner of Tennessee, through North Carolina, into Georgia, where 
Atlanta was our first goal. 


But before I tell you of Atlanta, let me introduce you to my fellow sardines. Dick Rule at 
the wheel, the long-legged, sandy-haired Branch secretary, with a state-wide scouting reputation 
and a care-free abandon in the matter of negotiating hairpin turns. With him, as deputy driver, 
sat Bill Smith, who comes in 4o miles to Gucst-nights and runs the organ and the Scouts in 
Warrenton. Between them, as buffer state, was squeczed Boyd Hinds, cheerful Warden of 
Mark I. Behind, with the first-aid kit and other impedimenta, which included me, sat two 
typical and irrepressible college boys—Bob Boyle and Lem Jew. Last, but not least, let me 
present the long-suffering car—a Buick Sedan of unquestioned vintage, whose generous Owner, 
Woodie Houghton, Branch Chairman, hospital visitor and in his spare time busy lawyer, 
went carless for the week we were away. 

Our first day’s run took us through the most beautiful part of Virginia, with spring in the air 
and every fruit tree rich in blossom. Late that night, we invaded a Military Academy and were 
welcomed by two members of Toc H who had long retired to their army beds, but showed 
an unforgettable charm of hospitality and an unbeatable optimism in finding us quarters for 
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the night. Next day we camped in North Carolina and the following day pulled into Atlanta. 
There we found a group of fellows gathered together by Prentice Ryles and “ Freddie ” of the 
Southern Railway. I '*did my stuff” with slides and lantern, and the rest of the team spoke 
or sang according to plan. The upshot was a decision to run a weekly Guest-night and let 
what might emerge. The next day we Strengthened bonds of friendship, and after lunch drove 
out to Stone Mountain, where 200 ft. figures of Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson and other 
Southern heroes are being carved in the mountain side as an abiding monument to a lost cause, 
and the men who endured beyond endurance, and who dared and died for it. 

In the evening the new-formed Group took us to a college dance, and I had my first experience 
of American dancing and ballroom methods. Next day we turned the old car northward, 
and after two nights in bivouac, reached Richmond, Virginia, the old-world capital of the South, 
full of sunshine, peace and beauty. The programme there included a large drawing-room 
meeting, two sermons and a lot of talking, and the upshot is, I hope, another Group in the near 
future. 

From Richmond, we hurried back to Washington for the annual Rededication of the Branch. 
Sawbones can tell you of the thrill of Grand Light in the Bethlehem chapel of the great 
Cathedral, now abuilding. About twenty members came over from Baltimore and a handful 
from Philadelphia. We sang the Toc H hymns and said the Toc H Litany, but the thrilling 
moment of moments came when a forest of lighted tapers flashed high in the air, like the flash 
of crusaders swords, and the solemn charge of rededication came echoing back from those 
unseen walls to find their billet in our hearts and wills. 

Two days later I was in New York for the dance on the Aquitania. Six Ashley Sparks, the 
unfailing friend of Toc H, lent us the -Aguitania and made it possible for us to stage on board 
the party of the year. Everybody rallied to Pryor’s aid—the Prince of Wales bought tickets, 
the Press gave us excellent publicity, the debutantes of New York organised parties and Miss 
Cutting looked after details, with the result that over five hundred people gathered on board 
and took their fill of dinner, dancing, treasure hunts, bridge and Toc H. In terms of “ filthy 
lucre” we have made about £1,000 for the Toc H Shipboys Club, but the indire& results ought 
to be still more enheartening as measured in terms of new fricndships for Toc H and new under- 
standing of our purposes. 

If our progress over here is slow, it is at least a progress, and though we may be poor we do 


indubitably see life. Ever yours in and for Toc H, 
Par, 


LORD SOMERS' CAMP 


X7 EAR by year, since its inception, the Duke of York's great camp at New Romney has 

- numbered among its members and leaders many members of Toc H. Now comes the 
news from Melbourne that the first Camp on similar lines for Britain overscas has been most 
wonderfully successful. 

The inspiring host was Lord Somers, Governor of Victoria, and President of Toc H. None 
of us who were present at the Council Mecting in 1926 have forgotten Herbert Fleming’s 
introduction of Lord Somers, who from that day forward has proved himself a pillar of Toc H 
“down under." It is, thercfore, not surprising to find that a principal sharc in the organisation 
and leadership of the Camp last January was entrusted by him to Toc H Victoria, who provided 
most of the staff and many of the members. ' 

Dr. McAdam, from Federal Headquarters, was the organiser ; Top Baxter was the Bursar ; and 
Sparks Farmer his assistant; Ken Kernot of Geelong was assistant Camp Chicf; and many 
of the Section Leaders were drawn from Toc H as well. There were no more serious accidents 
than sun-burn ; and no quarrels or misunderstandings all the way through. 
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TOC H AT HOME PLATE III 
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One Section of the Toc H Party at tne Film Studio. (See p. 182) (Photo: Stoll Film Productions) 
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KrsroN Branch,situated in a district where new building constantly threatens old rights of way, 
has for several years organised a party of members and other inhabitants to “ tread "' all the public 
footpaths one day in the year so as to keep them free of encroachment. The picture shows the 
team at work in the rain on May 4, led by a piper of the London Irish. (Photepress) 
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PLATE IV TOC H IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Above: Harry Ellison with the Eastern Province Executive ; Centre : Members of Broken 
Hill, Rhodesia. Standing are R. Lambert, Padre Mussell, Harry Ellison, Jobmaster Bevan ;} 
seated, R. McDowell, M. Lichenberg and another. Below : The headquarters o1 Addo Group, C.P. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Ada Ruddock 1 Toc H Drama League 


“WHE Drama League records with the deepest regret the death of Miss Ada Ruddock, 

which took place on Good Friday night after a serious operation. “ Betty " Ruddock 
first played for Toc H in The Choice in 1924, and every season since she has been scen in a 
series of amusing chara&er parts that made her a great favourite with Toc H audiences. Her 
greatest successes were undoubtedly “ Lady Camford” in Toc H's own musical show Hazard 
and Love (a play of which she was particularly fond and a part which was, in faét, written 
for her), “ Clara" in Hay Fever, end perhaps best of all “ Mrs. Midgett," the charlady in 
Outward Bound. Her last performance for Toc H was in Hay Fever at Bethnal Green 
Workhouse as recently as March 16. Off the Stage, in spite of her long experience and great 
popularity, she was completely unspoiled, amazingly humble and self-effacing. No one ever 
heard her utter an unkind word, and to those unacquainted with the ways of saintly women 
her generosity seemed quite out of proportion to her own humble circumstances. Even her 
closest friends were often quite unaware of her innumerable aéts of kindness, performed 
without any ostentation, indced with an earnest desire that they should never be made public. 


Aen Neale; Brighton Branch 


The youngest member of Brighton Branch passed over on April 23, in the Sussex County 
Hospital, to the very great regret of his fellow members. Neale was a good lad, unobtrusive 
but deadly keen. His quiet demeanour and sincerity won him many friends, and when the 
end came suddenly the news of the loss of their “ babe" was a great shock to the Branch, 
Amongst the flowers on his grave was to be noticed a wreath from one of the sisters of St. 
Dunstan's and another “ To our Toc H Friend” from a few of the St. Dunstan’s men, whom 
Neale had been in the habit of visiting right up to the time of his illness. His absence 
leaves a gap not easy to fill. 


Miss S. C. M. Sowton : Friend. and Benefactor 


Among those many senior and early friends of Toc H who passed forward before the Spring, 
was Miss Sowton, who in 1921 presented, by a very great sacrifice from a very small income, 
the furnishing of Basil’s Room in Mark JT; where she continued to the end, a true friend 
and intercessor for the work and spirit of Toc H. 


A Note on Burial in All Hallows 


Tubby writes : “ The news of Miss Sowton’s death only reached me some weeks afterwards. 
By her express wish, her body was cremated and the ashes dispersed in the Acre at Golders 
Green; This was done before my suggestion, that they would be reverently welcomed at All 
Hallows, was received ; and a niece has since written to say how deeply sorry those who loved 
her are that such a possibility was unknown to her at the time: ‘If the idea of their resting in 
All Hallows had ever crossed her mind, I am sure she would have liked that.’ 

May I, therefore, make it plain that All Hallows has received permission from the Chancellor 
of the Diocese to receive henceforth, and cherish, the ashes of those intimately connected with 
TocH. The ashes of Sir Ludovic Porter, Trevelyan Thomson, and others are already deposited 
in All Hallows with due authorisation ; and in a short time will be enshrined in the ancient 
Vault, which once contained the body of Archbishop Laud. 

It is a natural desire, among the most intimate friends and fellow-workers, that their names at 
death should thus be still united. "Those who so desire, need only record their wish in a 
clause in their Will; there is now no legal obstacle." 
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THE FIRST GERMAN GROPE 


“TN Europe there is a very significant beginning of Toc Hin Germany. That is a development 

À full of great interest and cannot possibly fail to do good, and I welcome it very heartily.” 
With these words the Prince of Wales ended his summary of the progress of Toc H overseas 
in his speech at the Lighting of the Lamps, and a spontancous burst of applause grected them, 
These words, and their reception by the family assembled, were no small part of the reward of 
the three busy weeks in Germany from which—-on the day before—I had returned. 


The Prince’s reference to Toc H developments in Germany has found its way into the news- 
paper reports of his speech, has cven been singled out in headlines, and was broadcasted in the 
B.B.C. news bulletin on the night of the Lamplighting. I want, therefore, at the outset to 
counter any tendency to exaggerate what has so far been accomplished, and to make it quite cleat 
that, though a seed has been planted in a vast new ground and has begun to stiike undoubted 
roots, the plant which shows above the soil is as yet so tiny that none but the most expert Toc H 
botanist could recognise it. I must be forgiven for dreaming sometimes at night about its 
flowers to be, but in the morning I wake with a deep distrust of my own skill as a gardencr. 
If this thing is to grow it will need our unremitting help, but it will only grow acording to the 
life within it and as God wills. From the very first the policy has been to go slow, to say little, 
to apply no sort of pressure. There are good reasons for this and not mere lack of faith and 
courage. Some special difficulties (and the German mind, unlike our own, tends to sec difficulties 
first) were Stressed in an article. The Next Step (JOURNAL, August, 1928), and I will merely touch 
them briefly againhere. There is first the paramount difference—to be faced by both parties 
with openness and fine feeling—that Germany, in spite of effort and sacrifice unequalled, lost the 
War, whereas we, by effort and sacrifice tremendous but certainly less, stand among the vitorious 
nations. There is the fundamental difference in the aftermath of war for our two peoples— 
in Germany the revolution of 1915, with its deep-reaching effcéts, physical, mental, moral, on 
young and old, the financial crisis of 1923 (unimaginable to most of us), the “ hope deferred” of 
real peace which continues to this present hour. In comparison with these things, England, 
however much we distinguish “ pre-war ” and “ post-war ” life, is unshaken and little changed. 
In Germany there are sharper political and religious distinctions, a different standard of living, 
a whole outlook on life in some ways foreign to our own. In spite of all we have suffered we 
feel we can afford light-hcartcdness, while in Germany most people, in comparison, must go 
heavily all their days. Before the totally different circumstances of our two nations one clear 
and elementary faé stands out—to attempt to “ push " Toc H in Germany, even to think or 
speak at the moment of such a thing as “ Toc H Germany ” as we think and speak of “Toc H 
Australia" or even “ Toc H U.S.A.,” would be to fail from the start to accomplish anything at 
all. We cannot—vwith our accustomed chcerfulness and an additional magnanimous flourish— 
dispense the British movement we know and love as Toc H to a people which we have fought 
against so recently and called by many hard names in the heat of conflict and which even now we 
so little understand. If sucha thing as “ Toc H Germany” (that probably wouldn't be its name 
in any case) comes to pass, it cannot be as a bit of British “ colonisation," but must stand on its 
feet as a German movement—in the same way as “ Toc H U.S.A.,” struggling in its early stages 
as a British import, must take shape as a true American movement in order to have a real 
prospect of success. On this point Harro Jensen, the first German to join Toc H, unfailing asa 
faithful member, a good fricnd and a wise counsellor, has been firm from the beginning 
in 1927. 

But now, after cighteen months of what may seem like '* masterly inactivity,” the next stage 
scems to be coming, and if it comes will justify all our waiting. The thing which has just happened 
is so small in itself that I am almost afraid of dragging it to the light lest exposure kill it. But 
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We are accustomed to small beginnings in Toc H history. Our rcal progress is never. counted 
in numbers but in terms of the right “ two or three gathered together" at the start. And there 
are undoubted Greathearts in the Berlin “ grope" Here is the $tory up to date. 


I started for Germany early in April as an agent of the Schools Service Bureau (as shall be shown 
later) and with no thought whatever of any dirc& Toc H propaganda among Germans. The 
single aim of the tour was to help two lots of schoolboys to understand one another. In fa&t 
I can sum it up in the “rules? which “ Sago ” of Nottingham laid down (sce April JOURNAL, 
p. 134) for his parties which arc to tramp in Germany this Summer :—** We are taking no steps 
to form Toc H; we arc just on a tour of inspe&ion, to make a good impression, to make good 
friends, and to have a good time," On the last night of my $tay in Berlin, however, I was 
invited by a German student whom I did not previously know to spend an hour or two in a 
room with a few people who had heard somcthing of Toc H and wished to hear more. I 
found myself at the headquarters of the Society of Friends—and anyone who knows how quictly 
and consistently the relief service of the Quakers has * spread the Gospel without preaching 
it” in the distressed areas of Europe since the Armistice, will agree that there could be no 
better ground to stand upon. We sat round ina “ family circle ” of eight ornine people. Besides 
myself there was onc Toc H member present—Hans Arnheim (cx-naval officer), and the only 
German L,W.H. member, Maria Buecher (medical student); there was a settlement worker, 
two Co-operative officials, and one or two more; two English Quaker ladies “‘listened-in.” I 
was asked to talk and did so, in German, for twenty minutes at the outset. I found that they all 
knew the bare facts of the origin of Talbot House, its main aims and its spread throughout 
the British Empirc. It was possible therefore to get down to first principles at once 
and I tried to express them in terms applicable to German life. A long discussion followed, 
serious but full of humorous touches. Hans Arnheim naturally led off-— he told 
us that he had had a talk with Harro Jensen about the possible starting of Toc Hin Germany 
and shared Harro’s grave doubts as to any such move. Particular obstacles were then 
brought forward onc by one by those present. “ This is different from England" (J 
couldn't resist a smile—for have I ever assisted at the start of Toc H anywhere at home without 
being told ** Of course, you must understand that this is a very Strange place— different from any 
other" ?)...‘ And of course we can't find jobs in the same way as you do in England." 
"Aren't there other societies already covering the same ground ?—is there any room and any point 
in Starting Toc H?” ... “If we put the whole programme, especially the religious part, to 
young men here, it will be too stiff for them—they will just sheer off in many cases”... “ We 
haven't got much sparc time to run the show—and we haven't got a place to meet in.” And 
then, at last, “ Well, anyway, we wust do something about it ; now we've discovered each other ” 
(most of them had never met before),“ we ought to stick together and bring our friends along 
too.” Upshot—a temporary secretary appointed and a monthly meeting to be held for the 
present at a place to be agreed on. Frankly I had tried to restri€t myself to answering questions 
and to leave the upshot to them. And when they took the plunge at last, 1 was able to assure 
them that Berlin was rcally no odder than hundreds of places at home where Toc H was now 
established, that not one difficulty they had raised was uncommon to infant units in England 
and overseas, that history was in fa& repeating itself for the sth time. At which we all laughed, 
and the mecting broke up in a mixture of discussion all down the stairs and cheery “ good-nights"" 
in the Strect such as you may meet any night in Toc H at home. No one present was even asked 
to join Toc H, no pledges to serve were asked or given. They will meet and explore and dis- 
cuss and find outlets somewhere—in fa& they will ‘ grope? Does this sound merely casual as 
I set it down? I think anyone who had been there would have felt that here were nien, a 
little handful, who did not easily set their hand to a thing, but having done so would not let 
go. Wecan only watch and hope and have them in our hearts and minds. 
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One other thing only I will add—the secretary pro fem is Hans Buechner, and his address is 
7, Friedrich Wilhelmplatz, Berlin-Friedenau. A line of grecting and encouragement from some 
of our units at home will be worth vastly more to the little family (if such it is destined to become) 
in Berlin than the cost of a twopenny-halfpenny stamp. Since my return, Hans Buechner has 
written to me, in his fuent English, “ We hope that our * grope? will be much stronger when 
you come again to Berlin. And I should like to ask you if 1 may join Toc H as a member. 
You know German conditions pretty well and realise the difficultics which beset the path of 
Toc Hin Germany. But if you think I could help you in this dire&ion I should be very glad 
to be given a place in your ranks. There will be enough work todo.” (He goes on to say that 
the “ grope would like to welcome Toc H members visiting Berlin, and that he personally 
is ready to tramp with any of our folk in the Black Forest for a week from about July 28.) He 
adds a P.S. : “ Reading the horrible English 1 have put down, I am rather astonished to see four 
times ‘I should be very glad’! I hope you don’t take this as a sign of mental poverty, for I 
am rea/[y always ‘ very glad.’” 

With other German members—Harro Jensen in Marburg (about whom Padre Ted Davidson 
writes movingly in the Australian Link for April) and Franz Heinrich Cordts in Hamburg, 
isolated general members as yet—a number of members at home are already in touch. 

The June JounNar will contain alittle report, with some pictures, of our Schools Tour 
in Germany. P. B. 


HOGOGBHOWVISTIIS “THE SILVER KING” 


O* the afternoon of December 15, 1928, a large number of familiar black, orange and white 

scarves were to be scen on Cricklewood Broadway. The shopkeepers of that thoroughfare 
decided that this invasion was sane, if a little exuberant, and withstood thcir first impulse to rush 
their shop shutters up hurriedly. The writer of these lines, accompanied by the French Girl 
(she happens to be his wife), fell in with a batch of the scarf-wearers and found himsclf presently 
outside the Stoll Film Studios. For we had all come to see The Silver King. 

Being neither “ stars,” magnates, producers nor exhibitors of films, we were refused entrance 
at the front, but were admitted elsewhere by a sergeant-major disguised as a commissionaire, 
who gave the order, in a real “ on parade voice— No smoking in these ’ere Stoodiose!” 
First impression—a mass of pulleys, ropes, scenery, arc lamps, surrounding a crowd of two 
hundred and fifty scarf-wearers Struggling to get at the point of interest. And that was an old 
country inn parlour, complete with bar and beer-engine, footrail, sawdust and spitoon. Alas! 
but a “ property ” bar, to be used for the “ shooting ” of The Silver King. The Toc H party was 
then divided into three setions and shown everything—the stores (where you “ indent in tripli- 
cate ” just as in former times), the carpenter’s shop, the plaster room : among those who work there 
is a Royal Academician, and we later saw marvellous constructions of “ Denver House " and the 
Church which had issued from it. And then our guide dropped his voice—for he was about to 
take us into the very presence of real film stars, a real producer and live camera-men. We were 
told that the slightest noise might cause the actors to lose the “atmosphere” of their particular 
bit of the film. <A big door was unlocked and we entered. 

The “ Londonderry Air" met our cars, and the blaze of the Weinert mercury lamps our 
eyes: the “atmosphere”’ was certainly dramatic. On the “set”? was our heroine—Mrs, 
Denver (Miss Jean Jay)—sitting Still, to the strains of soft music, as she read the news of Wilfrid 
Denver's (Mr. Percy Marmont's) disappearance. Behind the camera on its tripod the camera- 
man was grinding away, and in the corner was the “ big noise "— Mr. Hayes Hunter, producer. 
The writer’s mind recalled a similar dramatic stillness in 1916, but he was brought back to the 
present by the producer's voice saying “ Cut!" The camera-man stopped, the studio lights 
went on, Miss Jay relaxed: another scene in the film had been “ shot." 
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After a visit to thc photographic scétion—the key to the film industry—where we saw many 
machines, the cutting and washing and “ still”? rooms, ctc.—we returned to the “ set.” Pro- 
ducer and artistes discuss the scene beforehand; producer announces “this is the picture" : 
artists disappear to await their cues: studio lights go off, and the Weinerts come on with a 
Blare and a fizz. Producer says to the piano, “ Music!” and to the camera, “ Shoot!” ; 
he shouts in a voice of thunder, “ On sct Mr. Marmont!” Enter Mr. Marmont as Wilfrid 
Denver, haggard, desperate, for he is escaping from the police: he does his piece and goes 
off. Once more the producer's voice, ** Cut! "—and another piece of the film has been “ shot.” 


We adjourned to the canteen for the splendid tea which awaited us, and there we were joined 
by the producer and two of the “ stars,” cach of whom made a short speech of welcome. The 
thanks of London Toc H were returned to all—to the Stoll Film Company, the Welsh-Pearson 
Company, the producer, artists and staff, and especially to Miss Billie Bristow, who had organised 
Our visit, It had been a wonderful afternoon. (See Plate IIT). A. B. 


TOC H ATHLETIC MEETING 


gee London Sports Club third Annual Athletic Meeting was held on Saturday, May 4, 

atthe Duke of York’s Headquarters, Chelsea (by kind permission of the Territorial Army 
and Air Force Association of the County of London). It was somewhat disappointing that not 
more members and friends turned out to watch a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon’s sport, but, 
thanks to the untiring efforts of Mus., backed up by the stewards, the meeting was a great 
success. Mark IT. were successful in retaining the Fleming Trophy, but it was good to find 
entries from Broxbourne, Basingstoke, Leighton Buzzard and Ipswich, In course of time, as 
more Branches and Groups, outside as well as inside London, send competitors, this ought to 
develop into a really big Toc H event every ycar. The results were as follows :— 


100 Yards (Wood Challenge Cup).—A. D. Simmons (Lewisham) 1; G. A. Cottrell (Mark VIL), 
2; L. A. Twyman (Walthamstow), 3; inches all; rr sec. 

Long Jump—tindividual—P. G. Baxter (West Ham), 18 ft. Team: West Ham, 52 ft. 8} in, 1; 
Mark IL, soft. 41in, 2; Mark I.; 50 ft. 3 in. 3. 

880 Yards Championship.—J. Booth (Ipswich, holder), 1; J. Webster (Leighton Buzzard), 2 ; 
H. I. Price (Croydon), 3, 30 yds. ; 2 min. 8 3-5 sec. 

880 Yards Relay (Boys’ Club).—St. Andrews (G. Bailey, T. Higginson, C. Ainsworth, A. 
Cotton), 1; Basingstoke Boys, 2; Red Cross, Kennington, 3; 30 yds., 10 yds.; 1 min. 48 sec. 

Mile Relay (880, 440, 220, 220) (Prideanx-Brune Cup).—Mark II. (W. F. Waters, A. R. Doublet, 
W. C. G. Slatter, M. H. Prichard) (holders), 1; West Ham, 2; Mark VIL, 3; Gyds.; 4 min. 
12 4-5 Scc. 

440 Yards Relay (Gordon Brown Challenge Cup)—West Ham (R. Milton, A. Milton, L. C. 
Baxter, H. Hudson), 1; Mark IL, 2; Mark VIL, 3; 10yds.; 51 1-5 sec. 

120 Yards kurdles.—L. Yorke (Broxbourne), 1; A. D. Simmons (Lewisham), 2; B. C. 
Allan (Mark L), 3; 8 yds.; 18 4-5 sec. 

High Jwnp.—lndividua! : J. Mallet (holder, Mark L), 5 ft.5 in. Team: Markl, 15 ft, 1; 
Kennington, 14 ft. 11 in., 2; Mark VIL, 14 ft. ro in., 5. 

Mile Team and Individual (Bermondsey Challenge Cup).—Order of Finish: R. Neale, Kennington 
1; H. T. Price, Croydon, 2; H. W. Stephens, Mark IL, 3; J. B. Devitt, Mark IL, 4; J H. 
Donaldson, Mark IL, 5; R. R. B. Attride, Mark I., 6; inches; 4 min. 58 3-5 sec. Team 
Placings: Mark II. (Stephens, Devitt, Donaldson), 6 pts., 1; Mark I., 21, 2; Mark VII., 35; 
Hammersmith, 36; West Ham, 47. 

Fleming Cup.—P/acings : Mark II. (holders), 19 pts. ; West Ham, 14; Mark I., 11; Mark 
VIL, 9; Lewisham, 6. 
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BRANCH AND GROUP LIST CHANGES 


(a) New Groups—At home: ANLABY, N. 
Meadows, 4, Malm Street, Boulevard, Hull ; 
Brice, T. C. Clark, ** Redcombe," Grammar 
School Road, Brigg, Lincs; Bunbury, T. 
Hughes, Bunbury, ‘Tarporley, Cheshire ; 
DzPrronp, C. P. Manning, 77, Monson 
Road, New Cross, S.E.14; HARTLEY WINT- 
NEY, D. F. Franklin, “ Oakleigh,” Hartley 
Wintney, near Basingstoke; “ Linpum,”’ F. 
Holchouse, 91, Chaucer Drive, St. Giles, 
Lincoln; Lonpon Corney, J. Woolfall, 
The Schoolhouse, London Colney, Herts ; 
Morriston, J. G. Gardiner, 62, Crown 
Street, Morriston, Swansea; MosErEv, G. R. 
H. Murray, 417, Gillott Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham; New Barner, L. W. Hore, 
" Dungiven," Long Street, New Barnet, 
Herts; OrpHaAM, G. R. Bull, 255, Windsor 
Road, Oldham, Lancs; Porrock, J. Day, 
9, Arden Place, Thornlicbank, Glasgow ; 
PRESTEIGNE, W. E. Davies, Midland Bank 
House, Presteigne, Radnorshire ; Sr. AUSTELL, 
S. G. Roberts, 2, Wentworth Terrace, St. 
Austell, Cornwall; Torrennam, W. Lang- 
mead, 20, Farningham Road, N.17 ; Wap- 
nurst, G. A. Wilkins, “ Glengarry," Wad- 
hurst, Sussex; Woopronp, J. W. Glare, 
13, Malden Walk, Woodford Green, Essex ; 
Worcester, W. P. Woodward, 55, Broad 
Street. Overseas : BEDFORD (Cape Province), 
G. Gwennap, The High School; Nairost 
(Kenya), T. G. Benson, c/o P.O. Box 340, 
Nairobi, B.E.A. 


(b) Removal of House : WINNIPEG are moving 
Mark II (C) from 11, Kennedy Street to 
178, Colony Street (sec p.153). 


(c) Change of Secretary: Acton, A. H. 
Currey, 38, Chatsworth Gardens, A&on 
TiN, W.3 ; BATTERSEA AND CrarHaAM, C. 
M. Usher, 74, Mysore Road, S.W.11; Bır- 
MINGHAM, F. Smith, Toc H Mark VI, 77, 
Clifford Street, Lozells; Borron, J. Miller, 
15, Bradford Road ; BrRapForp (Manchester), 
J. Lowe, 71, Wellington Street, Bradford, 
Manchester; Bris~tincron, J. F. Parsons, 
98, Winchester Road, Brislington, Bristol; 
Brixton, R. N. Carter, 4, Ackerman Road; 
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CoArBRIDGE, W. G. K. McCormack, 24, 
North Square, Gartsherric, Coatbridge ; 
Cnusrer, R. A. Chambers, “ Aliwal," Sang- 
hall Road, Blacon, near Chester ; Courspow, 
W. H. Askew, ''Greenside," St. Andrew's 
Road; CupHaM, F. Jones, Patricia Lodge, 
Mount Pleasant, Biggin Hill, Kent; Dor- 
MANSTOWN, H. W. Smithics, 28, The Fleet, 
Dormanstown, Redcar, Yorks; FiNCHLEY, 
A. E. Pearson, 6o, Lewes Road, N.12; 
FurHaAM, A. E. J. Udell, 22, Micklethwaite 
Road, S.W.6; Kennincton, S. Bale, 21, 
Steedman Street, Southwark, S.E.; MARK 
VII, J. Beale, 15, Fitzroy Square, W.1; 
NEwLAND, G. C. Odling, 18, Salisbury Street, 
Hull; NonrH Srarrs, A. E. Bowyer, '* Gaws- 
worth," Stowe Road, Trentham, Stoke-on- 
Trent; PETERBOROUGH, E. F. Smith, 30, 
Cromwell Road ; Perworrn, C. H, Foulkes, 
Edge Hill Farm, Byworth, Petworth; Porr 
'arsor, W. Owens, 32, Hafod Street; 
Rownrrcu, F. V. Feguson, 40, Etwell Strect, 
Derby; SirriNGBOURNE, A. J. Grant, 91, 
William Street, Milton Regis, next Sitting- 
bourne, Kent; Spiuspy, S. McKie, Offord 
House, Spilsby, Lincs ; Tower Hitt, S. C. 
Ween 45, St. Pauls Churchyard) EICHE 
Wiean, A. Clarkson, 19, Swinley Lane; 
WonrHiNG, S. F. Donnal, ** Temora,” Milton 
Street. Overseas: Dursan (Natal), R. E. 
Fremantle, 57, Gardiner Strect; KIMBER- 
LEY (O.F.S.) L. H. Norton, c/o Diamond 
Syndicate, Stockdale Street ; Seaview (Natal), 
K. C. Hawksworth, P.O. Box 43, Durban; 
Ypres, J. Crosbie, 97, Chaussee de Menin. 
The Regifirar of Toc H, U.S.A., is now 
H. H. Darncille, Mark J, 1324, 18th Street, 
Washington, D.C. 

(d) Change of Secretaries’ Address : DERBY 
Secretary to The White Horse Hotel, Derby ; 
ENFIELD Secretary to 10, Lichfield Way, 
Hampstead Garden Suburb, N.5; Liver- 
POOL Sccretary to 32, Chestnut Grove, 
Wavertree, Liverpool; Sr. ArBANS Secretary 
to *Grassfield," Shenley, Barnet; STAFFORD 
Secretary to 34, The Oval. 

(e) Corredion : CHELTENHAM Secretary’s 
address is Fairficld (wot Fairview) Road. 


NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


London 


In the Northern Diffrid NEW BARNET 
and TOTTENHAM have attained Group 
Status. Congratulations to them. ‘The first- 
named Group is making a Social Survey 
of its distri&, following on their campaign 
for Miners’ Relief. “ Hay Fever” was per- 
formed by the Drama League at Barnet on 
March 11, in aid of the Working Boys’ Camp 
to be held on the Sports Ground at New 
Barnet. Arrangements were ably made 
by BARNET, assisted by local Toc Emmas, 
and the show was successful financially and 
otherwise, FINCHLEY celebrated its first 
birthday on March 12. A very happy party ! 
On March 13, MUSWELL HILL had as 
principal guest Mr. F. Barnet, who spoke 
on H.Y.E.L.M. (Hostel for Young Employecs 
of Limited Means) and explained how Toc H 
members could help the movement by 
becoming wardens of new Hostels as 
H.Y.E.L.M. grew. HIGHGATE, ISLING- 
TON and WOOD GREEN have been 
fortunate in having Padre A. L. Cox, of Natal, 
at recent meetings. He has given graphic 
descriptions of the racial problems which 
exist in South Africa. HIGHGATE collected 
Over £15 for the Blind on Daffodil Day. 
Disui& congratulations to S. Dovey (District 
Chairman and ex-Secretary, Enfield Branch) 
who was married on April 6. Darkie Webster 
(Highgate) has gone to Cape Town; Royston 
(Muswell Hill) to Malay ; and Padre Hopwood 
(Wood Green) to Glasgow. All good wishes 
go with them. 


Branches and Groups in the Northern 
Distri& are asked to supply man-power to 
tuna much needed Boys’ Club in Haggerston. 
This in view of the already great labours of 
HOXTON. Offers of help to George Walters, 
please, ‘The great value of such work was 
manifest by the Rev. G. Loveless, the speaker 
at HOXTON'S Birthday Party on March 16. 

In the Eastern Diilrid BARKING, who held 
3 House-warming of the new Den in the 
basement of Westbury School on March 13, 


Federation 


is renewing activities this summer to provide 
week-end camps for boys. Work for the 
blind is being commenced. EAST HAM 
celebrated its first anniversary on April 13 
and 14. The Group has recently acquired 
its own H.Q. At short notice BETHNAL 
GREEN organised a concert in aid of the 
Miners, realising over £17. LEYTONSTONE 
is established in new rooms, “kicking off” 
with a splendid House-warming on April 6. 
POPLAR has raised Jarge sums for the Miners, 
has assisted in the Blood Transfusion Service 
on six occasions recently, and has now a 
Group of the L.W.H. On April 30 SOUTH- 
END commemorated the Anniversary of 
Oswald Tilley, in memory of whom their 
Lamp is dedicated. WOODFORD is forging 
ahead, having settled in a new mecting room 
at Woodford Special School, and RAYLEIGH 
celebrated a Birthday on April 13. 


In the South-Eastern Diftritl BELLINGHAM, 
now promoted to Branch status, will hold 
a grand festival on May 23. DEPTFORD 
has its recognition as a Group and held a 
B.Y.O.G. (Bring your own grub) Guest-night 
recently. A few weeks earlier, GREEN- 
WICH found several new probationers by a 
B.Y.O.G. (Bring your own Gweff) supper. 
On Easter Monday DEPTFORD, with the 
Boys’ Club, remembered the date (!) and ran 
tiot in Petts Wood and on Chislehurst Com- 
mon. GREENWICH helped the local fair by 
running a refreshment tent, which experiment 
will again be tried on Whit Monday. SYDEN- 
HAM held its first Birthday on April 23. 
WOOLWICH has welcomed the return of 
one or two old members but sends out an 
S. O. S. — “Mark XV needs hostellers. pe 
LEWISHAM is going strong at Mortis Hall, 
Lee Green; the Everyman’s Club is open on 
all week-day nights. SIDCUP regrets the 
loss of last year’s camp site, but hopes soon 
to obtain another. ‘Tramps have been arranged 
for several Sundays in the summer. The 


‘Tramps can be joined at the H.Q. in Grassing- 
185 


ton Road, time as specificd in the Sidcup 
Circular. DARTFORD Group reports co- 
Operation with Rovers in cutting and dis- 
tributing logs, and the renovation of a church 
aS a corporate job. Tubby gave a Toc H 
preachment at St. John’s Church, Southend 
Village, on April 28. A Difirif Conference 
of Toc H and L.W.H. representatives is 
arranged for May 24. A repeat of the 
Chislehurst Caves Guest-night, as last year, 
has been fixed provisionally for June z1. 


The MAPLE Group, North W'effern Diffrit, 
celebrated its first Birthday on April 12, 
with a re-dedication service at St. Martin's-in- 
the-Fields, followed by a supper at which 
Tubby spoke. HAMPSTEAD has had a talk 
by Hubert Secretan on the S.S.B. GOLDERS 
GREEN has made definite progress during 
the winter, and a group of L.W.H. has been 
Started at HARROW. MARK VII has lost 
Malcolm Arnott, who has gone to Bristol 
for six months. Jack Clark is back in the 
House, acting as temporary warden. Posses- 
sion of the stables at the rear of the House has 
been obtained, These premises, which are 
in the process of re-construction, will eventually 
provide a new club room, steward’s quarters, 
and additional bedroom accommodation. 
Guest-nights are on: May 16—Browne, on 
“ The English Novel " ; May 23—Sing-Song ; 
May 30—Rev. Walter Weston on *'' Alpine 
Climbing "; June 6—Visit to the Mills of 
Messrs. Hovis, Ltd., Vauxhall Bridge. 


In future the cast of “ Tilly of Bloomsbury " 
and “The Rising Generation,” which plays 
were given by members of Kensington 
L.W.H. and Mark I primarily in aid of The 
Endowment Fund, will be known as The 
Toc H Players. The obje& of the Players is to 
take a share in the work of the Entertainments 
Committee, and they will produce another 
showintheautumn. Application for member- 
ship, which is confined to L.W.H. and Toc H 
members, will now be considered. Please 
communicate with O. S. Nock, Mark I. 

The Entertainments Committee—The first 
of what it is hoped will be a long series of 
play readings for the blind was given on March 8 
at the National Institute for the Blind, when 
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Lonsdale’s comedy “ The High Road" was 
read before a blind audience of about 120 
people by praétically the same cast as that 
which recently appeared in the play at Cripple- 
gate. The reading was greatly enjoyed by 
the audience, who laughed heartily at the 
amusing lines and were amazingly quick in 
grasping the situations. Similar readings 
will be a regular feature of next season’s 
activities. Another interesting development 
was undertaken recently when a party of 
artistes from the Concert Seétion travelled 
down by car to High Roding, a few miles 
from Dunmow, Essex, to give a show in a 
village where no social activity is to be found 
and a concert is a most unusual event. In 
spite of the pouring rain the hut in which 
the performance was given was crowded to 
the doors. The artistes were put up for the 
night in a cottage at Roding by Mr. and Mrs. 
Horne, to whom we take off our hats, both for 
their hospitable kindness and for their imagina- 
tion in promoting the enterprise. The last 
Drama League production of the season 
will be Barrie's “ Dear Brutus" which will 
be presented at the Cripplegate Theatre on 
May 29 and so. Tickets (1s. 2d., 2s. 4d., 
3s. 6d., 5s. 9d:, and 7s. 6d.) and full informa- 
tion can be obtained from the Hon. Business 
Director, 4, Monte Road, S.E.23. These 
performances will conclude the Entertain- 
ments Committce’s sixth season, during which 
48 dramatic and concert performances will 
have been given. 

The 3rd Annual Seven a Side Rugger Tournament 
was held at Barnet on April 6 in glorious 
weather, about 200 spectators and support- 
ers turning out. Sixteen entries had been 
received. 


NOTTINGHAM and HARPENDEN had to 
cry off at the last moment and owing to other 
engagements ENFIELD could not enter. 


The fir& round did not produce any very 
exciting rugger, though all the games were 
hardly contested, and some good play was 
exhibited. 

The great excitement came in the top half 
of the draw when Mark I and Mark II 
fought a tremendous game in the 2nd round, 


ELM 


The game was 38 minutes old before Banks 
Bot over for Mark JI for the only try scored. 
lt would be invidious to mention any names 
for everyone in both teams worked so 
hard and in such a splendidly sporting 
spirit, 

Mark VII had an casy game with Mark II 
whom they defeated 27-0. In the semi-final 
round Mark II beat HIGHGATE and Mark V 
beat TOWER HILL. The final was fought 
Out between Mark II and Mark VII, which 


W estern Home 


The big corporate job at OXFORD is at 
the Wingfield Orthopaedic Hospital, whence 
patients are taken for “ walks ” in their spinal 
chairs every week-end ; some to watch foot- 
ball, etc., some out to tea, A club, workshop, 
and Scout troop for the crippled boys are being 
run, (The S.M. would be glad to get in 
touch with others doing similar jobs.) Concerts 
are frequently arranged and a Blood Trans- 
fusion Service has recently been formed. 
5,500 books and magazines were collected 


produced a real good game with an eventua 
win for Mark II by 3-0. 

It is worthy of note that Mark II were 
vi&orious for the third successive year without 
having a point scored against them, and credit 
is due to Dunkley, the skipper, who led his 
team in fine style. 

The thanks ofthe club are due to the 
Referee and Touch Judges and to Barnet 
Branch and the L.W.H. who undertook all the 
$tewarding and tea arrangements on the ground, 


; ^ 
Counties Area 


for the Hospital last year, and the task of 
emptying over 135 colle&ing boxes has been 
entrusted entirely to the Branch. At Christmas, 
greatly helped by the local Toc Emmas, 
150 of the poorest children in Oxford were 
given a good tea, games and a bran tub, with 
a present for everyone, Threepenny bits were 
hidden about the hall— the caretaker was 
unlucky. Holidays are being arranged for the 
blind (see January JourNAL) also an outing 
for the old folk at the Workhouse. 


South-Eastern Arca 


At TUNBRIDGE WELLS a service was 
held on Easter Sunday evening in memory of 
Cecil Field (who fell in action at St. Eloi in 1916), 
after whom the Branch Lamp is named at his 
father’s church—-St. Peter, Fordcombe, Padre 
Sinclair Brooke gave an address and “ Light ”? 
was observed. Two members have gone 
abroad, G. V. Dunkley to Singapore and G. 
Cainto Kenya. Talks have been given on Blood 
Transfusion and Eugenics, and members have 
been fostering the new offspring at Wadhurst. 
All the usual jobs go on. On April 8 Gilbert 
Williams, Area Padre, presented the Rushlight 
to ROCHESTER, initiated six new members 
(sponsored by Alan Shelton, late Mansfield 
Branch, and John Burren, a Foundation 
Member) and officially “ opened ” the Group. 
Members from MAIDSTONE, RAINHAM, 
GILLINGHAM and SITTINGBOURNE 
were present. In the course of his talk Gil- 
bert, who was accompanied by Les Abdy, 


said: “ The originality of Toc H lies in the 
re-capturing of a very old secret and in link- 
ing it with the finest tradition of comradeship 
and service and the most poignant experiences 
of the War." Les Abdy followed with a few 
remarks based on the important points “ Bal- 
ance, Vision, Loyalty and Wonder.” The 
Jottings (No. 30) of the WEST KENT Branch 
records a “ business " in Shipbourne, where a 
Wing has been formed. PRESTON HALL, 
Group held its first Birthday on April 24. 
OFFHAM gave a concert on March 7 and 
another on April 3. The general health of 


the OTFORD Wing is good. They 
are in touch with “The Robert 
Browning Settlement” respecting a job 


in connection with a Holiday Camp for 
children, and are doing all they can to 
set the Village Club on its fect. ‘The 
Wing now has a scheme of contributions 
for its own funds. 
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Northern Home Counties and Eastern Area 


In Hertfordshire BROXBOURNE are plan- 
ning to devise ways and means of using to 
some good purpose their Ancient Housc. 
On March 15 their Pilot presented the Rush- 
light to WALTHAM CROSS who are going 
well, and who have a fine Chairman in Dr. 
C. Sherris. Their programme for the forth- 
coming month or so is full of good things. 
The HERTFORD Group have welcomed back 
to the fold the ever happy Norman Madle, 
who has spent some months in hospital. 
WOLVERTON does not intend to be a 
“lost division” in future. The Branch 
scribe reports the organising of a Flag Day 
for the National Lifeboat Institution at the 
end of April, and the approaching of the 
Branch by the League of Nations Union, with 
a request for a member to serve on the 
Committee. The first job in this connection 
was the addressing of a few hundred envelopes 
and the delivery of notices for a meeting. 
The Branch has been asked to take part in a 
pageant in Mid-June. The biggest job in 


hand is a grand parade and gala in aid of 
Northampton General Hospital, also billed 
for June. The scribe concludes : “ Now it is 
known that the lost division at Wolverton 
Still exists (since issue of March Journat) 
perhaps we shall continue to read of its 
activities in future issues.” 

From NORWICH comes news of the 
Annual Election of Officers and the forging 
ahead of the new team. The Branch is joining 
in the newly formed Norfolk and Norwich 
Blood Transfusion Scheme and work for the 
Deaf and Dumb is advancing steadily. Padre 
'Tunstall from Yarmouth Branch gave a talk 
at the Guest-night on April 10. Arrangements 
are being made for mectings of local units 
for summer ** pow-wows.”’ 

CLACTON, anticipating the Lighting of its 
Lamp and the visit of Tubby to Ipswich on 
May 2, send a late report of some carol singing 
last Christmas, which resulted in over £17 
being handed over to the London Association 
for the Blind. 


East Midlands Area 


From No. 17 of The News Sheet we glean 
the information that ** One difficulty of Toc H 
Conferences is that we agree on most points 
really worth discussion or we wouldn’t be 
in Toc LL" This in reference to the Derby 
«drea Conference. Tubby was expected at 
NORTHAMPTON on April 25 and at 
LOUGHBOROUGH on April 26, and other 
anticipated guests for Loughborough were 


Lord Apsley, Sawbones, Monty Callis, Arthur ' 


Lodge, Padre Bagot (of Australia and Salford 
Mark XIV) ’Enery from Halifax and possibly 
others of the “ Starf? BELGRAVE Birth- 
day Party is announced for May 7. ANSTEY 
is “‘ beating out this problem of finding a new 
H.Q. in prayer and hopefulness.” On 
March 29 “ 10 men went to (mow) chant at 
the Cropston Cripples' Home with a selection 
of glees." Another special “turn” at this 
institution is the Sunday Afternoon Bath 
Chair Parade. BARDON HILL reports the 
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shaking off of the 'flu demon and a return to 
mectings full of enthusiasm, 

COALVILLE had a crowded house for 
the visit of Peter of Mark XI. A photograph 
has been unveiled in memory of Uncle Newt 
who passed forward on November 2 last 
year. The ceremony was performed by 
Mr. W. Tatham, and a talk was given by 
the Rev. W. Hughes, of Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 
Talks have been given on “ Is there a personal 
devil ? ", Dr. Barnardo’s Homes and “ Kind- 
ness" LEICESTER reports well attended 
Guest-nights, and anticipation of forthcoming 
visits of representatives of Conservatism, 
Socialism and Communism. On March 27 
the Guest-night was held at the Leicester 
Fire Station; “Light” was observed, after 
which Chief Officer Neal gave a Demonstrative 
Talk. During Easter weck-end about 20 
London Toc H blokes from the Rugger Club 
Stayed in the Mark. LOUGHBOROUGH 


records the passing of Mr. J. Deakin (Papa) 
which occurred on March 19: **. . .a good 
friend, for he was ever ready to come forward 
and give encouragement. . .." On March 12 
the Governor ofthe Prison, “ accompanied 
by a few difficult cases from Leicester," visited 
MELTON MOWBRAY and suggested that 
Toc H might carry on the reformative work 
begun in the prison by supporting the Dis- 
charged Prisoners’ Aid Socicty and by keeping 
in touch with ex-prisoners. A fortnight 
later some slides of views taken in the Salient 
during the war were shown—“ a fine method 


W est Riding and 


On February 13 the Central Yorkshire 
Diffriff Committee held its first meeting round 
the fire at Crawford’s Yard, which is the tiny 
but very “homely” headquarters of the 
NORTHALLERTON Group. YORK, 
CATTERICK and NORTHALLERTON and 
THIRSK Grope were represented, and the 
local Group provided a notable tea. A 
Diflrid Guest-night was arranged for April 9 
at THIRSK’S headquarters, at which Sir 
Reginald May was the speaker. YORK have 
now handed over the Settlement, which they 
kept going for two ycars until the new parish 
of St. Chad’s was able to take over, and have 
moved into the Bedern Chapel, a 600 year old 
link with ancient York, concerning which 
more may be written later. The Branch 
intends to repeat its summer rally of 1927, 
and invites all and sundry to York for the 


of peace propaganda,” Melton Mowbray 
issues The Rag, full of Branch doings, Number 5 
of which was published in April. HUCK- 
NALL Group, in its first year, is busy with 
a Boys’ Club, Scouts, Local Cripples’ Clinic, 
War Pensions Committee, Relief Committees, 
reading to the blind, etc. New H.Q. are 
being shaped. ALFRETON Group were 
treated to a fine talk by their Padre, the Rev. 
L. H. de Cas, on March 1 in which he stressed 
the fa& that '* . . . the ideal of personal re- 
lationship to God is the basis on which 
Toc H justifies its existence.” 


Central Yorks Area 


week-end of June 29-30. It is hoped that 
there wil be a large implosion, and this 
week-end will be made the occasion for the 
official—but not formal—opening of the 
Bedern Chapel. The charge for three meals 
will be 5s., with beds provided free, The 
Lounge in the Red House at LEEDS has been 
furnished by the Branch President, Colonel 
Sir Edward Allen Brotherton, Bart., LL.D., 
and will be knownas “ The Leeds Pals’ Room." 
in remembrance of the “ Leeds Pals ”’ Battalions 
raised during the war. The L.W.H. has 
furnished a bedroom, ‘Tubby has promised 
to visit Red House on O&ober 5 to dedicate 
the Chapel and the rooms mentioned above. 
A Jumble Sale is being held for Branch 
funds. An invitation is extended to ail 
membets to visit Red House. A Group has 
been started at HAREHILLS. 


Lincolushire Area 


The BLYTON scribe reports the visit of 
Area Padre Molyneux on April 7 when 
j3 blokes from GAINSBORO’, MORTON 
and BLYTON were present to hear his stirring 


address in the Parish Church. The Group 
is “ out to remove thc ‘ Blight ’ from Blyton.” 
Onc job is fetching the doctor or his medicine 
—Aa distance of five miles—by day or night. 


Northern A rea 


Congratulations to MARK XVIII on the 
publication of Number one of The Northern 
Mark, which has a good and attractive cover 


and a “ meaty” inside. A recent meeting 
of the Tyneside Diffriét Committee considered 
the question of distress in the mining area, 
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SO as to use man-power and neither waste 
money nor overlap with existing schemes. 
Details of the scheme for sending children of 
miners to Holiday Camps have been widely 
circulated, The number of children sent 
depends on the response to the appeal. 
HEBBURN reports an exchange of visits with 
GATESHEAD and MORPETH looks for- 
ward to recciving ts Lamp. A Lads’ Club 


in the STEPNEY Group Hostel has a growing 
membership of 75. St. Anne's Parish Hall 
is being re-decorated. Liberal space in The 
Northern Mark is devoted to the aétivities 
of area units, among which NORTH 
SHIELDS, STANLEY (*a live Group” 
among the miners), SOUTH SHIELDS, 
GATESHEAD and WHITLEY BAY have 
good reports to make. 


Nort h- Western A rea 


BUXTON has acquired new headquarters 
in the Peak Buildings; the room commands 
oae of the best views of the bcautiful town. 
Recently the Group ran a whist drive in the 
Town Hall in aid of the Buxton Troop of 
Boy Scouts’ Headquarters Extension Fund 
and raised £7. The Mayor and Mayoress were 
present and the former eulogised the Toc H 
movement. “ Man power " is being supplied 
to the Scouts and members are assisting at 
“Scouts Own” services as well as training 
the boys in ambulance work, etc. KENDAL 
has taken up residence in the new rooms in 
Stramongate Hall Yard, which are continually 
open for the use of motor lorry drivers: 
“a welcome, a cup of tea and a quiet smoke 
are always waiting." The Boys’ Club member- 
ship is now 30. STAVELEY members are 
making themselves indispensable in the village. 
KIRKBY STEPHEN’S most recent success 
was the re-building of a bridge washed away 


by floods. BARROW-IN-FURNESS Group 
reports an increasing membership. The latest 
effort is visiting prospective emigrants. 
WINDERMERE co-operated with the Urban 
Distri€ Council in a house-to-house colle&ion 
for distressed miners, helped to organise an 
Old Folks’ Treat—the first of its kind ever 
held in Windermere—organised with Rovers, 
Y.M.C.A. and Girl Guides a le&ure on Cancer 
Research by Dr. Sambon, and has given 
concerts at various institutions, The Summer 
Camp will be run at Troutbeck Bridge, from 
June 29 to August 31. Miners’ boys, school- 
boys, Boys’ Brigade and Lads’ Club boys 
will benefit much thereby. CHESTER is 
opening a Boys’ Club, which will be 
known as “Toc H Chester Central Boys’ 
Club.” The Group has received from the 
Secretary to the Education Committee a letter 
of thanks for services rendered at Love Street 
Evening Play Centre during the past year. 


W essex Area 


PORTSMOUTH ran a charity ball at the 
Esplanade Assembly Rooms at which over 
170 gucsts were present. The Unemployment 
Rest House has an average attendance of 
50 to 60 every night in the week, and social 
talks are held on Sundays. PARKSTONE 
forges ahead in numbers and in jobs. A 
constant job is “after care " work of school 
children for the Poole Juvenile Employment 
Committee. Blind visiting, the taking of 
services at the Workhouse Chapel, and ward 
visiting at the Poor Law Infirmary are other 
means of using manpower. Last year's big job 
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was the Showman's Canteen and Rest Tent 
at the Poole November Fair. Enlisting the 
help of the Elementary School masters and 
mistresses, the Group is tackling the job of 
providing youngsters of the poor working 
class with adequate clothing and footwear. 
Repairs to boots and shoes for this purpose 
are being carried out by members. The 
Birthday was on March 13 when representatives 
from BOURNEMOUTH, WIMBORNE and 
SPETISBURY-CUM-CHARLTON attended 
with Lamps and Banners, and Grand Light 
was observed. 


W est Country Area 


MARK XVI, SWINDON, afflided with 
modesty, seldom rush into print. They are 
well alive and their Hospital work has entitled 
them to two representatives on the Governor’s 
" bench." A baby, in the form of a “ Grope " 
in a neighbouring village, flourishes. Padre 
Maddock, Colonel Davey, “ Jolly’? Walker 


and Sinbad have been visitors. Jobs provide 
plenty of exercise for anxious “jobbers?” 
and willing teams. _ These efforts make for 
joyous endeavour in “Boxing the Four 
Points of the Compass." BATH entertained 
Swindon representatives and a return “ do” 
took place on February 28. 


Wa les 


Congratulations to PRESTEIGNE on 
being recognised as a Group. To judge 
from the start they have made they 
should do well. Presteigne though quite 
a small town is the capital of Radnorshire 
and Toc H firmly established there should 
be a useful link between North and South 
Wales. 

MAESTEG held their fifth Birthday Festival 
on April 13; the service of Re-dedication which 
la$ year was held in Bethel Chapel was this 
year held in St. Michaels Church. Padre 
T. M. Hughes of Cardiff Branch gave the 
address and therc was quite a good congrega- 
tion of non-members as well as Tochonites 
and Toc Emmas. About roo sat down to 
supper in the Parish Hall, Idris Williams in 
the Chair, Higgon (Area Secretary), the Vicer, 
who kindly lent the Hall,and the representatives 
of CARDIFF, BARRY, NEATH and PORT 
TALBOT all made short speeches. After 
Supper a dance was held. Altogether it was 
a cheery evening. Ivor Jenkins, the popular 
Secretary of Port Talbot has had a bad accident, 
falling out of a train and having concussion ; 
the latest news is that he is on the road to 
recovery. The idea of formation of District 
Committecs has been well received by Branches 


and Groups. Cardiff and Swansea Committces 
have already been formed and by the time 
these notes are in print will have held their 
first mectings. These Committees arc bound to 
be a source of new life to the movement in 
the Area. In all probability the Annual Rally 
will be held this year at PORTHCAWL, a very 
popular scaside resort, on July 13. It is hoped 

also that it may be possible to have a camp over 

the weck-end. Full details will appear in the 

June issue of the JounNar. In Weft Wales 

ABERYSTWYTH-—' a bunch of *'Taffies' 

from Welsh Wales ”—asks for a helping hand 

in exploring other avenues of employment. 

The Group has colle&ed books, journals and 

newspapers for Infirmary and Workhouse ; 

members have volunteered for Blood Trans- 

fusion; acted as stewards, adopted at Christ- 

mas time fourteen families in dire need; 

assisted the Girl Guides ; helped to resuscitate 

the Boy Scouts ; have taken charge of observa- 

tion rambles and various exercising classes ; 

are looking for accommodation to hold a 
Boy's Club on the town’s “black spot”; 
and so on. “ Yet," they say, ** we crave for 
more work. Aberystwyth is extremely useful 
for Summer Camps. Can we assist any Branch 
or Group in that respect ? ” 


Scotland 


On March 24, the second anniversary of the 
Group's foundation, ABERDEEN attended 
a Thanksgiving Service at the Cathedral 
Church of St. Machar, by thc invitation of 
Padre Dinwiddie. “ Light" was conducted 
by Sic George Adam Smith, Principal of 
Aberdeen University, and a President of Toc H. 

A Birthday Party was held on March 25. 


During the past year members and probationers 
have been attively engaged in almost every 
branch of Juvenile work. Tubby’s visit has 
added quite a number to the Family. Will any 
Toc H visitors to EDINBURGH—which now 
has three “ Groups," communicate with the 
Branch Secretary, who would like the chance 
of meeting them? 
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Ireland: Northern Section 


In conne&ion with the visit of Sawbones to 
ARMAGH it is meet, right and an inspiration 
to record that His Grace the Lord Primate of 
All Ireland, Archbishop of Armagh, took an 
ative part in a Group mecting—the first 
time that the head of the Episcopal Church 
has taken an aétive part in a Toc H mecting 
in Ireland. His Grace was greatly impressed 
with the Ceremony of Light and said that a 
permanent memorial such as Toc H was a 
very beautiful thing. There were times when 
a man learned that the doing of duty was the 
most tremendous a man could face. Toc H 
was a bond of union not only amongst men 
but amongst the Christian Churches. 

Armagh has moved into new rooms in the 


r 
N. ews from Overseas 


Y.M.C.A. building, after much work with 
whitewash and distemper. Sawbones was a 
tonic—and a fertiliser. Several contaéts have 
resulted. BELFAST has decided to adopt 
him, because the air agrced with him and 
because “ he looked ten years younger when 
he left." At BANGOR he found a Group 
waiting to be formed, and among the other 
results of his visit was the start of a new Group 
at KNOCK, on the outskirts of Belfast. Saw- 
bones was highly pleased with the youth 
of Queen's University. LURGAN and 
CARRICKFERGUS would have had Saw- 
bones make a longer sojourn. One W. Moore 
(Queens) has already followed him to Man- 
chester, to learn the way more perfeétly, 


Branches and Groups 


CANADA 


While the Family of Toc H in Eastern 
Canada cannot point to any marked develop- 
ment during the past few months, as efforts 
have, generally speaking, been directed towards 
consolidation rather than expansion, yet the 
Steady increase in membership and the pro- 
gress made with jobs of service indicate that 
Toc H is at least taking a firm hold where 
it is already established. MONTREAL (latc 
* Central" Group) is now a Branch, has a 
“home " of its own where excellent meetings 
are held every Monday night, and a rapidly 
increasing membership. The ‘ jobmaster '— 
a recent importation from Toronto—is finding 
his hands very full. WESTEND also posesses 
its own meeting place, has a growing member- 
ship and is doing very useful work. SOUTH 
SHORE is looking forward to taking over a 
new “home” in the Spring. The Group 
is living out the second point of the Compass 
more completely than the “ jobmaster ” appears 
to realise, QUEBEC has at present only a 
small membership but is functioning atively. 
The Group recently staged a very successful 
concert in the Chateau Frontenac Hotel in 
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support of the Canadian Endowment Fund. 
The Lieutenant Governor of the Province of 
Quebec and his wife very kindly gave their 
support to the fun&ion. SHERBROOKE 
reports continued activity. Jobs, although 
not always easy to find, are being faithfully 
tackled, Many happy and profitable mectings 
have been held during the winter months. 
HALIFAX, at present the “baby” of the 
* Family " in Eastern Canada, has recently 
made application for a “ Rushlight.’? The 
Group appears to be making steady progress. 
MONTREAL L.W.H.—Since our last report 
appearcd in the Jounwar a Group of the 
L.W.H. has been formed in Montrcal, and 
although thcir membership is at present small 
some good jobs of service have been done. 
Incidentally the Toc Emmas were chiefly 
instrumental in locating thc present meeting 
place of the Montreal Branch. Advantage 
was taken of the presence in Montreal of 
Mr. Ernest Raymond to meet him at a very 
interesting lunch on March 28, It is under- 
Stood that the St. JOHN N.B. Group also made 
contact with Mr. Raymond. 


AUSTRALIA 


For about two months, NEW SOUTH 
WALES, the Mother State of the Common- 
wealth and also of Toc H, had the benefit 
of John Storey, who put in some real hard 
Work helping the Family in SYDNEY and 
suburbs to grapple with some of their problems 
4nd to strengthen their grip of things. John 
has returned to Melbourne leaving Sydney 
happier and more virile after his visit. 

The outstanding feature of recent Australian 
happenings was the Get-together Camp which 
His Excellency Lord Somers, President of 
Toc H Victoria, held at Anglesea from January 
19 to 26. (Sce page 178). The Federal 
Headquarters of Toc H were represented on 
the Camp Staff by Dr. McAdam as Organiser, 
"Top" Baxter as Bursar and “Sparks ” 
Farmer as his assistant. Anyone visiting the 
Central Club rooms at “476”? now hears 
much of the forthcoming Sports Tournament 
the Victorian Extension Team is organising. 
We learn of members practising such things 
as long jumps, swimming, wrestling (two 
jobmasters were caught wrestling on thc best 
carpet recently) cycling and various track 
events. Some of the games played at Lord 
Somers’ Camp would have added further 
Interest to the programme, the form obstacle 
race, for example. A Cup, which will be com- 
peted for, has been donated by a General 
Member. Everyone is quite sure his own 
Branch or Group will come out best. Tues- 
day, February 25, marked the dedication of 
the Deakin Chapel in the Melbourne Central 
Club rooms. The rooms were well filled 
with members, visitors and friends from 
City suburban Groups and a team from Gee- 
long. The chapel was dedicated by Padre 
P. W. Baldwin, assisted by Padres Irving 
Benson, J. K. Robertson and J. Smiley. 
“Grand Light” was taken by Mr. H. J. 
Ramsay, and the Lamps and Rushlights of 


and some of the country 
groups were lit. Padre Baldwin spoke the 
solemn words of dedication. The chapel was 
furnished by the Deakin family in memory 
of the Hon. Alfred Deakin, one of the early 
Prime Ministers of the Australian Common- 
wealth. Included in the furnishings are a 
carpenter’s bench, as in the Old Chapel in 
Poperinghe, over which is a wooden cross 
from the grave of an unknown British soldier. 
During the same evening the enlargement of 
Gilbert Talbot's photo, recently sent out to 
Federal Headquarters, was unveiled in thc 
meeting room. ‘This picture has been lent 
by the Federal H.Q. to Vi€toria and has been 
placed in the general meeting room. 

News from Tasmania tells that DEVON- 
PORT, along the N.W. coast, has been given 
its Rushlight. This Group has been fostered 
by LAUNCESTON some too miles distant. 
Pra@tically all the Launceston members made 
the journey to Devonport to take part in the 
function. A much asked question just now 
is, * Are you going to PERTH?” The Black 
Swans of the Golden West are to have the Toc H 
Australian Festival this year. It is happily 
so, for this is the West Australian Centenary 
year. The Boy Scouts are holding their 
Australian Corroboree in Perth this year as 
their contribution to the century festivities. 
And so with Toc H; when we see a member 
walking when he usually rides we surmise 
he is counting his pennies. Each Festival 
in Australia has been one better than its 
predecessors ; those of us who know West 
Australia have no doubt that this will be two 
better than its forerunners. "Those Easterners 
who have not seen Perth will get the surprise 
of their lives. By the time these notes appear 
in print Toc H members from all States will 
be enjoying the hospitality of the most warm- 
hearted folk in Australia. 


the City suburban 


RHODESIA 


Writing to Uncle Harry, a member of 
BROKEN HILL Group says: “ We have not 
Brown much in size but we have grown in 
enthusiasm. We have twelve real workers... 


they devote all their spare time to jobs and, 
more often than not, time that is not spare. 
We are waiting for the rains to cease so that 
we can finish the Park. We have provided 
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the Hospital with a complete new library 
— about three hundred books—and we 
managed to Scrounge about a hundred 
records for a gramophone we presented.” 
The patients look forward to their visits, 
and incidentally, “the nurses appear to 
cheer up.” The Scout movement also is 
thriving. 


SOUTH 


The March issue of The Eaffern Province 
Bulletin reports that “the ladies (at COOK- 
HOUSE) have decided to Start a grope of 
L.W.H.," and the pushing ahead “ to get our 
hut" by the end of the year—for use as a 
H.Q. PORT ELIZABETH contributes news 
of an implosion by ten blokes on ADDO 
Group on February 23. The crowd was 25 
Strong ; six new initiates were “‘ put through 
the mill"; Bloke Muller (P.E.) late of Mark 
IV, Manchester, spoke on “ How and when” 
and brightened up his effort by some amusing 
and touching episodes connected with Tubby 
and Pat. One bloke, H. O. Walters, of 
MORTIMER, motored 150 miles to attend 
the meeting, and brought three other blokes 


SOUTH 


In a letter to Tubby, David Blair says: 
“ TQUIQUE.—We had already heard that 
Padre Reed would be going to the other ends 
of the earth, but they have been lucky in 
having him with them during the early stages 
of their endeavours. "They have really done 
wonderfully well there, if one is to judge by 
the periodical reports that come down about 
their progress. We were much amused, for 
instance, to hear what their latest ‘job’ was. 
Apparently the small British school there was 
built over the remains of some industrial 
plant, and the so-called playground was a 
series of bunkers and concrete hillocks. 
A squad of four enthusiasts are let loose every 
morning and with pick and shovel procced 
to level out the ground. The result has been 
that a decent playground is nearly ready, 


194 


In a letter to Mrs, Ellison a BULAWAYO 
correspondent says: “We celebrated the 
Birthday Festival here and . . . it was the 
biggest visible advance we have secn Since 
the movement began. The Toc Emmas 
were there in force." A wreath, laid on 
the local Cenotaph, was made of poppies by 
the L.W.H. 


AFRICA 


from his district, Padre Wintle, who con- 
duéted the Initiation Ceremony, means to do 
al in his power to get things moving at 
Alicedale. Six members have got together 
at BEDFORD and have bcen registered as a 
Group. From BARKLY WEST, Orange 
Free State, the scribe reports a visit from 
Registrar Padre C. R. Brown, of Bloemfontein, 
who attended a meeting and was able to put 
the Group right in severa] small matters. 
John Gabriel Benct, a Group member, died 
in Barkley West Hospital on March 15. 
Twenty-one of the members attended his 
funeral the same afternoon. During the 
absence of the Jobmaster his assistant has 
kept blokes “ up to the scratch." 


AMERICA 


and the young bloods arc all feeling as ft as 
fiddles and will soon be wanting to take on 
Dempsey or such-like. The work in ANTO- 
FAGASTA too procecds wonderfully well. 
Two of the stalwarts are down here just now 
on their holidays. Both of them (Jimmy 
Watt and Garnett-Man) were present at the 
preliminary mecting held there when Jack and 
Stanley were present. They gave us splendid 
accounts of the way in which work goes on 
and their only ‘ grouse’ is that there are not 
enough ‘jobs’ to do. Man is going to 
Mejillones next month to try to get things 
Started. There is quite a large number of 
British mechanics and fitters in the railway 
workshops—a splendid nucleus. Man is one 
of the boys sent out to me by my old friend 
Evers, a House Master at Rugby. . . .” 


